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BoR announces tuition, fee hikes

By Mike Donohue
SGA Editor

 In response to a $356 million short-
fall, the Board of Regents (BoR) voted 
on Tuesday to raise tuition at Tech by 
$106 per semester and the Special Insti-
tutional Fee, also known as the Academ-
ic Excellence Fee, by $350 per semester. 
The tuition increase will not affect those 
students who entered Tech in Fall 2008 
and are under the Fixed for Four tuition 
plan. It will also not affect those students 

who are Zell Miller scholars and paid by 
the HOPE scholarship. All graduate and 
undergraduate students will be affected 
by the fee increase, and those who are not 
Zell Miller scholars will see an increase 
as their HOPE payout is reduced to 90 
percent of 2010-2011 tuition levels.

With the tuition and fee increases, 
in-state undergraduates not on Fixed 
for Four will pay $3641 per semester, 
and out-of-state undergraduates will pay 
$12,746. The Special Institutional Fee, 
previously known as the Academic Ex-

cellence Fee, will be $544 per semester, 
up from $194. Other research universi-
ties will pay an extra $250 per semester 
in fees. The BoR justified the higher in-
crease for Tech by saying that Institute 
enrolls fewer students than the other uni-
versities and that the technical programs 
cost more to run. This increase will raise 
the amount for mandatory fees to $1185. 
The total amount for Spring 2011 was 
$823.

Junior’s closes after decades at Tech

By Vijai Narayanan
News Editor

After nearly 63 years of service to the 
Tech community, Junior’s Grill closed 
its doors for the last time on Thursday 
at 2:30 p.m. The facility has been a Tech 
tradition since 1948, when it was known 
as “Pilgrim’s” and located at the corner of 
Techwood Dr. and North Ave. Follow-
ing several different moves, Junior’s Grill 
has been located in central campus since 
1994.

“Old traditions sometimes need to 
pass away because new traditions are be-
ginning and I feel the campus has been 
growing in such a wonderful way over 
the many, many years, and I think it is 
time to let new traditions begin,” said 

Tommy Klemis, the operator of Junior’s 
Grill and son of one of the co-founders.

According to Klemis, the decline in 
business in recent years was one of the 
primary factors resulting in the decision. 
Since its move to the current location, 
Tech has greatly expanded its variety of 
dining options, including facilities in the 
Student Center and Tech Square.

“Business has changed a lot in recent 
years, and that aspect of Junior’s has 
not been as strong as it has in the past. 
Because that part of it is diminishing, I 
think it’s time to yield to new directions 
for the school,” Klemis said.

Klemis said that he hoped to close 
without much fanfare, but word of it 
spread around the campus.

“We’ve been serving Tech students for 

many, many years, and we’ve made a lot 
of memories. It’s been a blessing to all of 
us. I wish we could go on, but I think 
I’m going to enjoy watching the campus 
going forward. I’m so proud of the direc-
tion it’s going,” Klemis said.

Klemis does hope that Junior’s can 
make a comback, though.

“All I’m asking for is for someone to 
help me find a way to keep Junior’s going 
...,” Klemis told the Tech Daily Digest. 
“I would be a part of any initiative that 
gets us there.”

Junior’s Grill is currently located in 
the Bradley Building, an annex of the 
Evans Administration Building. Because 
of the poor business, Klemis said that 

See Junior’s, page 2
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The historic Junior’s Grill, located in the center of campus, closed on Thursday after almost 63 years at Tech. Owner 
Tommy Klemis cited poor business as the reason for closing but still holds hope that a “third resurrection” is possible.
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Professor sues 
for racial 

discrimination
By Hahnming Lee

Editor-in-Chief

Current CEE professor Mulalo Doyoyo has 
brought suit in Fulton County Superior Court 
against the Institute under the Georgia Whis-
tleblowers Act, which protects public employees 
from any action for speaking out against im-
proper conduct of any superiors. Doyoyo has 
also brought an additional action in Federal 
District Court against the Institute for racial 
discrimination during his tenure application 
process.

The Institute has denied all the allegations in 
court documents, claiming that all actions tak-
en by the school were for “legitimate, non-dis-
criminatory, nonretaliatory business reasons.”

According to court documents, Doyoyo was 
pressured in Dec. 2007 by Laurence Jacobs, as-
sociate dean of the College of Engineering, to 
change the grade of a graduate student with 
whom Jacobs was allegedly having a romantic 
relationship. 

Doyoyo claims that he saw Jacobs, the grad-
uate student and the student’s daughter at At-
lantic Station late one night and that Jacobs was 
seen dropping the student off on Tech’s campus 
one morning.

Jacobs allegedly asked Doyoyo to change the 

Graduates 
separate from 

BoR health plan
By Aakash Arun

Contributing Writer

With the help of the Graduate SGA Execu-
tive Cabinet, Stamps Health Services has made 
the decision to cancel its current arrangement 
with health care provider Pearce & Pearce In-
surance.

The decision comes as a result of problems 
for current students stemming from the pres-
ent health care policy. A new insurance policy 
that will be customized according to the needs 
of individual Tech students is currently in de-
velopment.

The Graduate Executive Cabinet discussed 
the issue of health insurance when it presented 
its 2011 White Paper on March 31.

“From my position, I hear all the complaints 
from graduate and some undergraduate stu-
dents. When changes need to be made, we send 
a request to the BOR and they send a request to 
Pearce & Pearce and eventually it may or may 
not come back to us,” said Brandon Polander, 
graduate vice president of Health Services.

While Tech has a fee that sustains the Health 
Center and pays health care costs, many institu-
tions sustain their health centers with student 
insurance plans. Students at Tech are required 
to pay higher premiums, and as a result, Tech 
is trying to achieve lower interest rates by sepa-
rating from the current insurance plan. This 
will result in greater control over the insurance 
policy.

Tech has followed this particular formula 
before.

“This is something we’ve done in the past. 
Before Pearce & Pearce Insurance, [Tech] had 
an insurance plan outside the BoR consortium. 

See Professor, page 2
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student’s grade to a higher one. In 
response, Doyoyo said that he was 
willing to oversee several oral ex-
ams and give additional problems 
to help give her the opportunity to 
raise her grade. The student con-
tinued to perform poorly. Doyoyo 
then changed her grade to a low 
C. Doyoyo claims that Jacobs 
asked for the student’s grade to be 
changed from a C to an A.

During a phone conversation 
about the matter, Jacobs allegedly 
told Doyoyo that “I would owe 
you one,” if Doyoyo gave the A. 
Despite receiving several requests 
regarding the matter, Doyoyo 
claims he eventually sent an email 
to Jacobs saying that he would 
not raise the student’s grade as it 
would violate Tech’s Honor Code.

Doyoyo also claims that he 
approached Joseph Hughes, the 
chair of CEE, with his concerns 
about the Honor Code and claims 
that Hughes said that he would 
“take care” of the matter. Accord-
ing to court documents, Hughes 
“then ‘took care’ of the matter by 
doing nothing.”

Doyoyo also claims that he 
discovered the student was teach-
ing an undergraduate course in 
Spring 2008 despite the fact that 
the student was on academic pro-
bation. Doyoyo informed several 
other professors of his concern 
for having a student on academic 
probation continue to teach an 
undergraduate class, and a group 
of them agreed.

According to court docu-
ments, the professors called a 
meeting with Hughes to ask him 

to address the situation. Hughes 
allegedly declined to do so, and 
the professors then took the next 
step of sending a memorandum of 
protest to the Dean of Engineer-
ing. The group allegedly received 
a reply that accused the individu-
als of violating student privacy, 
and the professors were eventually 
“interrogated” for the source of 
knowledge that stated the student 
was on academic probation.

Doyoyo also began to seek ten-
ure at this time. The Area Com-
mittee, a group that provides an 
assessment of the professor dur-
ing the process, gave him high 
marks relating to some of his re-
search. The report stated that, “…
his work had advanced the state 
of the art.” Despite this, Hughes 
allegedly undermined Doyoyo’s 
application, and his actions led to 
Doyoyo’s denial of tenure and his 
eventual dismissal. 

As part of his case, Doyoyo 
also claims that part of the denial 
of tenure could have been racially 
motivated. According to the court 
documents, the CEE department 
is made up of “approximately 46 
professors,” only two of whom are 
black and two of whom are Asian. 
Doyoyo, who is black, has filed 
a charge of discrimination with 
the Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission and the Georgia 
Commission on Equal Opportu-
nity.

When contacted, Institute 
spokesman Matt Nagel declined 
to comment, citing Institute 
policy for litigation and personal 
matters. Doyoyo’s attorneys also 
declined to comment about the 
case at this time.

Junior’s       from page 1

it would be difficult to find a re-
placement. It is unclear what will 
happen to the space in the coming 
months.

Rich Steele, the acting execu-
tive director for Auxiliary Ser-
vices said, “There is so much dy-
namic change on campus with 
the Clough Commons Starbucks 
and the new North Ave. Dining 
Hall which makes this a challeng-
ing conversation. We will have to 
think about the brand and tradi-
tion of Junior’s Grill for the long 
term without Tommy Klemis run-
ning it.”

Steele said that the decision to 
close Junior’s Grill was ultimately 
made by Klemis. 

Students and other members 
of the Tech community expressed 
their sentiments about the diner’s 
closing. For many, Junior’s was an 
introduction into both Southern 
and Tech culture.

“This is such a huge Tech tra-
dition. We’ve been talking about 
what they’re going to do with 
this space. We’d like to see it pre-
served, but we’re not sure what it 
could be used for… maybe they 
could use it to teach a Tech tra-
ditions class two or three times a 
week,” said Zach Dicke, a third-
year ChBE major.

“Dr. Suess once said ‘Don’t cry 
because it’s over. Smile because 
it happened.’ That’s the attitude 
we must bring to this event. It’s a 
loss for Tech, but we must look at 
the memories we’ve made over all 
the years,” said Billiee Pendleton-
Parker, the assistant director of the 
President’s Scholarship Program.
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We’ve got someone on board, 
[Provost & Executive Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs] Carol 
Moore, who has been involved in 
this process many times,” Polan-
der said.

While the potential impact is 
still unknown, the intention of 
the switch away from Pearce & 
Pearce is to reduce the premium 
and increase benefits.

Each graduate student on the 
committee will have a vote in 
choosing the benefits package. 
The Executive Board has gained 
input from a number of students 
around campus to select the most 
cost-effective and most beneficial 
option.

This summer, the Graduate 
Executive Board will write the Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP), the offi-
cial statement of services required 
from vendors. 

The Director of Stamps Health 
Services will administer the RFP, 
and so the Health Center will 
continue to be involved in the en-
tire process of restructuring along 
with the members of the graduate 
committee.

“Everyone involved in this 
decision has some history with 
health insurance. We have the OK 
from the Board of Regents, and 
President Peterson has officially 
announced our desire to separate 
from the BoR,” Polander said.

UGA has also recently made 
the same decision. However, un-
like Tech, UGA has not elected to 
involve its own health center in its 
RFP.

Insurance     from page 1

GSSBill Amount GSS UHR

Bill Summary

You can follow Mike at the Nique’s blog, The Pulse. Check in at 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesday for updates from UHR sessions at nique.net/pulse.

Council Clippings
This week in Student Government

By Mike Donohue, SGA Editor

Each week, this section includes coverage of different aspects of Student 
Government, including the Undergraduate House of Representatives, 
Graduate Student Senate and the Executive Branch of both governments. Disc Golf

WREK Accountant
Underwater Hockey

American Helicopter Society
IFC Moveout Dumpsters

NPHC Constitution Change
Student Center Mobile A/V 

Bill System UI Improvements
FY 2012 Budget

$2550
---

$1716
$413.31

$1983.80
---

$30030
$500

$4.33 mil

30-0-1
28-4-1
30-2-0
28-2-3
16-15-2

---
19-8-3
29-1-1
28-1-2

47-2-1
40-50-3
47-0-3
48-0-0
45-5-0
48-0-2
2-50-0

---
50-0-1

Budget
The Conference Committee, 

made up of three Undergraduate 
Representatives and three Gradu-
ate Senators and chaired by Joint 
Finance Committee Chair Brad 
Bauerkemper, decided on a final 
budget of $4.33 million.  CE 
Rep. Evan Boyce, MATH Rep. 
David Lowry and Junior Rep. 
Alex Walker represented the un-
dergraduates, and AE Sen. Evan 
McClain, ME Sen. James Black 
and CEE Sen. Aaron Greenwood 
represented the graduates. GSS 
and UHR voted 28-1-2 and 50-0-
1, respectively, to approve the final 
version.

The two sides discussed two 
issues at length: funding for the 
printing of The Tower and fund-
ing for a homecoming concert 
hosted by the Student Center 
Programs Council. Lowry voiced 
support for The Tower and said 
that the increased funding is to 
accommodate the book print-
ing semi-annually as opposed to 
annually. Greenwood and Mc-
Clain said that graduates rarely 
see research articles print in color 
and that the publication budget 
should be comparable to other 
student publications. There was a 
motion brought forward to nei-

ther decrease or increase the fund-
ing from prior year and to keep 
it at the same level. In a 4-2 vote, 
with Greenwood and McClain 
dissenting, the motion passed to 
keep funding at $11,050. 

Walker voiced displeasure that 
the graduates had cut the home-
coming concert completely from 
$60,000. She said that the con-
cert was one of the most popular 
events on campus. The graduates 
did not want to fund the concert 
because the event would only ben-
efit 2000 people and there would 
still likely be a cost on top of that 
for tickets. There was a motion 
brought forward to fund the total 
at $30,000, and with a vote of 4-2, 
with Greenwood and McClain 
dissenting, the motion passed.

Jacket Pages
The Undergraduate House vot-

ed 41-5-4 to allocate $13,000 in 
case the current effort to replace 
Jacketpages fails to deliver on sev-
eral administrative requirements 
requested by Assistant Dean of 
Students Danielle McDonald. 
The House first had to move 
$3000 into the Prior Year account 
from the Capital Outlay Account 
in order to pass the bill.

The Graduate Senate post-

poned the bill indefinitely earlier 
that day, worried that JFC policy 
prevented them from funding an 
expense in the next fiscal year. 
After the House vote, the Senate 
will need to take up the bill via an 
email meeting to vote on it.

Speaker Election
After holding debate in closed 

session and conducting its vote by 
secret ballot, the Undergraduate 
House of Representatives elected 
Brooke McDaniel, current junior 
representative and vice president 
of communications, as its first 
Speaker of the House. McDaniel 
was the only candidate on the bal-
lot, and 44 of 50 representatives 
cast votes for her.

McDaniel presented her plat-
form in open session, saying that 
her experience as a representative 
and executive cabinet member 
qualified her for the position. 
She said that she would work to 
increase attendence of representa-
tives and implement a paperless 
bill system.

ISyE Rep. Matlock Rogers 
spoke against entering closed ses-
sion, saying that having a single 
candidate made entering closed 
session unnecessary. Junior Rep. 
Elle Creel disagreed, saying those 
potential objections should not 
prevent the House from conduct-
ing its business. The House voted 
38-9-2 to move the discussion 
into closed session.

           PY: $13,699.39    CO:$289,402.68
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CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE

OFF CAMPUS HOUSING- Perfect for a group of four! 4BR/ 
3 full bath, includes W/ D, appliances, private off street parking. 
Large rooms and very nice! $1750 per month. Available May or 
August 2011. Two miles from GT, near Howell Mill Kroger - 
Verner ST NW. Safe neighborhood! Call 678-296-9685 or email 
gthousing@yahoo.com

OFF CAMPUS HOUSING- ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED 
Now Leasing for FALL Semester and Summer Sublet---Large 
Furnished and Unfurnished Rooms---Hardwired Comcast Hi 
Speed Internet included with rent---3, 6, 9 or 12 month lease 
Info: annsco1@gmail.com or 404-496-4641 

TOWNHOUSES FOR RENT One mile from Tech in great 
neighborhood. New carpet and paint. Walk to shopping center 
and restaurants! 4,5, and 6 Bedroom / 4 or 5 Bathrooms, Washer/
Dryer, Full Kitchen, Cable/Internet. Now leasing for May and 
August! Call Katie at 770-712-3466 or email techhousing@
gmail.com for an appointment. 

www.nique.net

By Isaac Park
Contributing Writer

This week marks the fourth 
annual celebration of Think 
Green Week, a five-day schedule 
of environmental events and ini-
tiatives intended to promote cam-
pus sustainability. The weeklong 
festivities, which feature an eclec-
tic mix of movie showings, guest 
speakers and even a fashion show, 
culminate with the Earth Day 
Celebration on Friday, April 22. 
Lasting from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
the Instructional Center walkway, 
the Friday event is free and open 
to the public.

Tech’s Earth Day Celebration 
is one of the largest in the South-
east, drawing over 3000 partici-
pants and featuring more than 
70 different exhibits. This year’s 
theme is “What It Means to Be 
Green,” reflecting a focus on true, 

committed environmentalism. 
This year’s celebration, like pre-

vious celebrations, was organized 
by Earth Day Committee Chair-
woman Cindy Jackson. Over the 
years, she has observed the rapid 
evolution of Tech’s relationship 
with environmentalism.

“We’ve made incredible prog-
ress in the last decade,” Jackson 
said. “Georgia Tech has gotten 
much more into the green move-
ment. When I got here, we recy-
cled two different types of materi-
als. Now we’re up to 17.”

In 2007, because of heightened 
interest by sponsors and demand 
for more events, the Earth Day 
Celebration was expanded into 
Think Green Week. 

Monday’s event was a screen-
ing and discussion of Bag It, a 
documentary centering on Ameri-
can plastic consumption. Also dis-
cussed was the Seven-Day Plastic 

Challenge, a quick and relatively 
painless way to reduce the use of 
plastic.

Tuesday’s event was a book 
signing and Q&A session with 
Professor Jonathan Evans, the au-
thor of Ents, Elves, and Eriador: 
The Environmental Vision of J.R.R. 
Tolkien. Attendees were encour-
aged to bring gently used books 
to donate to charity.

Wednesday’s event was a 
screening of the documentary 
Crude: The Real Price of Oil. The 
critically acclaimed film details 
the struggle of thousands of Ec-
uadorans in their legal battle 
against Chevron over widespread 
contamination of the Amazon 
Rainforest. 

Thursday’s event was the 
“Throwaway Runway,” an eco-
fashion show that featured vin-
tage, repurposed, and couture 
designs made from gently used 
clothing. The show’s sponsors 
partnered design students from 
Bauder College with models from 
Tech. 

Also on Thursday was the 
Sustainability Bike Tour, a nine-
mile guided bike ride through 
the streets of Atlanta. Stops were 
made at public parks, notable 
LEED-certified buildings, and 
the Truly Living Well organic 
produce farm.

Based on attendance and en-
thusiasm at Think Green events 
this week, Jackson is confident in 
the success of Friday’s Earth Day 
Celebration. As for its impact on 
campus awareness, she remains 
optimistic about the future of sus-
tainability efforts at Tech.

“Students have always been 
involved in sustainability efforts,” 
Jackson said. “But in the past few 
years, they’ve just become so im-
passioned. There’s a lot of enthu-
siasm for the green movement on 
campus.”

Tech hosts annual Green Week 

Photo by Sho Kitamura / Student Publications

Jonathan Evans, author of the book Ents, Elves, and Eriador: The 
Environmental Vision of J.R.R. Tolkien, led a book signing on Tues.

Enrollment increases 
for summer semester

By Babatunde Adigun
Contributing Writer

According to a document re-
leased by the Georgia Tech Of-
fice of Institutional Research and 
Planning, the state of summer 
enrollment in the institute since 
the economic crunch of 2008 has 
improved. Summer semester has 
since seen enrollment on the rise 
with an average increase of about 
19 percent throughout the Insti-
tute in the past five years.

 Counter intuitive as it may 
seem, summer enrollment is in-
versely related to the decrease in 
funding.

 “Summer offering and en-
rollment are dependent on other 
things and not only the financial 
crunch. The Pell Grant, HOPE 
Scholarship and other internal 
factors play a huge role as well,” 
said Paul Kohn, vice president of 
Enrollment services. The increase 
came as no surprise to Kohn. 
Since the economic downturn, 
recipients of the Pell Grant have 
been able to use their grants for 
summer school, a provision which 
will be terminated next year.

 Many students have taken 
advantage of this provision to try 
graduate a semester earlier. “I de-
cided to do summer school to get 
out earlier or on time since I’m 
also co-oping as well,” said Bobby 
Barrett, a third-year AE major. 

A lot of students are also us-
ing their HOPE tuition to attend 
summer school provided they 
have not exceeded their maxi-
mum number of HOPE hours. 

“Rather than work low paying 
jobs, students are re-evaluating 
that decision to see if they can 
knock out a few classes to keep 
them a step ahead,” Kohn said. 

However, many students are 
unsure about how HOPE will af-
fect the rising attendance of sum-
mer school. As costs continue to 
rise, many students are forced to 
evaluate whether taking summer 
classes will be a fiscally responsible 
decision.

Another factor that has in-
creased enrollment in summer is 
the nature of the colleges them-
selves. The tuition collected in 
Summer is managed differently 
than that of the Spring and Fall. 
In the Fall and Spring sessions, 
the money is sent to the state trea-
sury. However, in Summer, the 
departments are allowed to keep 
a portion of the revenue they get 
from tuition. This creates an in-
centive for the respective depart-
ment to offer summer courses. If 
they have a high number of stu-
dents enrolled, they can use the 
money gained from summer en-
rollment to offset budget cuts to 
their department.

With the rash of increasing 
cuts, many colleges are continuing 
to make summer classes more vis-
ible and attractive to students. 

“As a result, many departments 
have tried to promote summer of-
ferings by running ads, and you’ll 
see the different colleges in the 
Institute are offering more courses 
this coming summer,” Kohn said.

Approximately 250 freshmen 
students start during the summer 
session as opposed to Fall, so dif-
ferent colleges at the Institute of-
fer more classes so they can have a 
full workload in the summer. 

“I’ll be working this summer, 
but I’m taking a few classes too 
and when I registered, I noticed 
they had added a few more classes 
which I think is a good thing,” 
Barrett said.
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“I think the decision of a high-
er fee at Georgia Tech is the result 
of a market comparison....When 
you compare the different insti-
tutions and see where they are in 
terms of tuition and fees, Georgia 
Tech is at 75 percent of its peer 
institutions,” said Institute Presi-
dent G.P. “Bud” Peterson. “We’re 
raising tuition because we’re try-
ing to maintain the quality of the 
programs.”

Usha Ramachandran, vice 
chancellor for Fiscal Affairs, said 
that the BoR attempted to keep 
the overall increase under 10 per-
cent, ensure that the HOPE schol-
arship pays close to 90 percent 
of tuition and maintain the aca-
demic excellence of the University 
System of Georgia. The increases 
result in a nine percent increase 
in tuition and fees for University 
System students and will mean 
HOPE pays for 87.4 percent of 
tuition.

“We wanted a balanced strat-
egy that meets the academic needs 
of our students while maintain-
ing access and affordability,” said 
USG Chancellor Erroll B. Davis 
Jr. in a press release.

The BoR created the $100 Spe-
cial Institutional Fee in Spring 
2009 to cover revenue shortfalls 
due to the recession, setting it to 
expire after one semester. The BoR 
reinstituted the fee in Fall 2009 
and doubled it to $200 in Spring 
of 2010, fixing an expiration date 
of Summer 2012.

“I would not make the assump-
tion that because of the sunset 
those fees will totally go away as 

opposed to being rolled into tu-
ition or some new set of fees. The 
reality is costs continue to go up, 
our support from the legislature 
has continued to decline....If we 
are to maintain quality for all stu-
dents, we need additional resourc-
es,” Davis said.

Graduates, who will pay for 
over 75 percent of the increase out 
of their stipends, which are usu-
ally small, spoke strongly against 
the fee increases.

“I view them as shameful and 
detrimental to the graduate body,” 
said Graduate Student Body Pres-
ident Anthony Baldridge. “This 
represents about a five percent pay 
cut for the average graduate stu-
dent for the extra fee.”

Graudate Student Body Pres-
ident-elect James Black, likewise 
spoke against the increases in 
mandatory fees.

“The politics of the situation 
prevailed, and the [BoR] in-
creased tuition revenue through 
the fee.  I actually think the [BoR] 
mandated ‘Institutional’ Fee is a 
misnomer and should be called 
what it really is: the ‘Tuition’ Fee,” 
Black said in an email.

Undergraduate Student Body 
President Corey Boone said he 
was disappointed in the fee in-
crease but relieved by the relative-
ly small increase in tuition.

“I think that the work that 
Elle [Creel, director of external 
affairs], Kristen [Greig, Student 
Lobby Board chair], and I have 
done throughout the year to culti-
vate relationships [with the BoR] 
was integral in making sure that 
tuition didn’t go up more than it 
did,” Boone said.

Tuition     from page 1fAll 2011 expenses for undergrAduAtes
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Calculated annual rates for undergraduates with a 15-hour course load starting after Fall ‘09.
Graphic by Mike Donohue / Student Publications

In 2006 the General Assembly passed the Guaranteed Tuition Plan — also known 
as Fixed for Four — ensuring a single price of tuition for undergraduates over the 

course of four years. Those students who entered Tech in 2008 are the last in that 
program and will see no increase in tuition. Those students are not represented 
below. The HOPE Scholarship program was recently changed, with Zell Miller 
Scholars keeping a 3.3 GPA receiving full tuition, but no fee allowance. Those who 
have a 3.0-3.3 GPA will receive 90 percent of 2010-2011 tuition rates, but no mon-
ey for fees.



decide.
Looking ahead, I hope to im-

plement a series of changes within 
the organization that will help us 
improve the quality of the content 
published in the paper each week. 
It is also important that the Tech-
nique serves timely and relevant 
content to its readers. Lastly, the 
Technique should serve as a voice 
for the student body and ask 
tough questions on its behalf to 
report the truth about major cam-
pus issues. If you have any ideas 
or suggestions on how we can ac-
complish those goals, please stop 
by the Technique office in the Flag 
building to share your thoughts.

Working at the Technique has 
been an extremely rewarding ex-
perience—far more than what I 
could have ever imagined when 
I attended my first staff meeting 
three years ago. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to give back to 
an organization that has given so 
much to me during my college 
career. 
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In the end, it’s not the years in your life that 
count. It’s the life in your years.

  —Abraham Lincoln
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OUR VIEWS Consensus opinion

Tuition masked as fees
Increasing fees hurt student body more than tuition

The Board of Regents recently imposed 
an increase of the Special Institutional Fee, 
better known as the Academic Excellence 
Fee, upon the universities in the University 
System of Georgia, including Tech. While 
this course of action is reasonable in these 
budgetary times, the methodology in 
which it was executed could prove to be 
problematic in the long term. The current 
format of many scholarships, including 
HOPE, and waivers for graduates provide 
no coverage for fees. The expansion in the 
SIF will end up coming straight out of 
the students’ own pockets. The Board of 
Regents’ decision is an underhanded way 
of making up for the budget cuts in the 
form of a raise in tuition through fees, 
hurting the student body. 

Given the questionable nature of the 
fee, it is necessary for the Institute to 
clarify the specific purposes of the fees 
imposed. The Board of Regents’ action is 
an attempt to increase fees but not tuition 
in order to keep the HOPE scholarship 

sustainable. While the graduate SGA 
audibly voiced their displeasure with the 
Board of Regents’ action, undergraduate 
SGA was disappointedly quiet about the 
issue. The increased fee is a collective 
liability that ultimately leaves the 
student body feeling powerless and, as a 
result, apathetic to the issues that affect 
them. Both branches of SGA must take 
a leading role in the opposition to any 
more increases to the SIF, as is their job as 
representatives of the student body.

The fees being charged at Tech 
are currently climbing into the top 
percentages of the Institute’s peer schools. 
This action by the Board of Regents will 
leave a negative impression on both the 
Institute and the University System as a 
whole from the perspective of prospective 
undergraduate and graduate students. 
Such taxing trends should be rolled back 
as soon as possible, and a more traditional 
structure should be reinstated when 
charging students. 

EDITORIAL CARTOON By CASEy TISDEL

As a graduating senior at Tech, 
tuition and fee increases largely 
don’t affect me anymore. I also rec-
ognize the budget constraints and 
difficulties of the State of Georgia. 
Even so, the deceitful manner in 
which the BoR raised fees and tu-
ition is insulting. Tuition is only 
increasing by three percent, but a 
$350 fee increase on top of that (at 
Tech at least) equates to an effec-
tive tuition increase of more than 
12 percent. 

These fees go toward “aca-
demic excellence”…isn’t that 
what tuition is for? If it walks like 
a tuition increase, quacks like a 
tuition increase and looks like 
a tuition increase, it ought to be 
called a tuition increase. So, next 
time tuition needs to be increased, 
please call it what it actually is. 
We’re still students, and we’re still 
learning, but we can definitely 
hold our own when it comes to 
elementary mathematics.

Matthew Redmond
Fourth-year ME

Medical advice should 
come from doctor

I find it horrifying that a stu-
dent at our Institution is offer-

ing medical advice in a column 
[“Medication” printed April 15]. 
Simply hopping on the “we are 
over-medicated” bandwagon 
without any facts or research 
combined with vague half truths 
about Albert Einstein is a hor-
rible disservice to everyone who 
reads it. Many take medication 
because they actually do need it, 
and discussed the matter with 
their DOCTOR, not the editor 
of the Technique. Perhaps a more 
relevant article would have been 
about the issue of blatant abuse 

yOUR VIEWS Letters to the editor

BoR deceitful with 
fee increase

Write to us:
 letters@nique.net

We welcome your letters in 
response to Technique content as 
well as topics relevant to campus. 
We will print letters on a timely 
and space-available basis.

Letters should not exceed 400 
words and should be submitted by 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. in order to be 
printed in the following Friday’s 
issue. Include your full name, year 
(1st, 2nd, etc.) and major. We re-
serve the right to edit for style and 
length. Only one submission per 
person will be printed per term.

The Consensus Opinion reflects the majority opinion of the Editorial Board of the 
Technique, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.
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“The Technique should serve 
as a voice for the student body 
and ask tough questions on its 

behalf to report the truth.” 

Vijai Narayanan
 News Editor

Time to give back to 
Technique

See Letters, page 12

 When I take over as editor-in-
chief of the Technique in the fall, 
I will have the tremendous honor 
of leading the organization dur-
ing its 97th volume of publication 
and its 100th year of existence as a 
student organization. While I am 
unsure that I am deserving of such 
a great privilege, I look forward to 
tackling the challenges and op-
portunities that present them-
selves over the course of the year.

The Technique plays a vital role 
in informing the student body 
about important events affecting 
the students’ lives on- and off-
campus. This includes important 
decisions taken by campus ad-
ministrators and student leaders, 
as well as changes undertaken at 
the local, state or national level. 
As the current news editor, I have 
worked with an extremely dedi-
cated staff to provide the most ac-
curate and unbiased information 
to the Tech community. Whether 
I have accomplished that goal is 
something for you, the reader, to 
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I have never loved Tech. 
While I might have come close 
to jumping the threshold from 
“really like” to “love” a couple 
of times, I have also been be-
tween “dislike” and “hate” 
an equal number of times. 
What can I say: it is just part 
of my personality to not feel 
too strongly about anything. 
That is why in this space, the 
last editorial I will ever write 
for the Technique, I will not do 
what other students and even 
my colleagues always do: write 
about how even though Tech 
was tough, it taught me a lot, 
and I love the school for all it 
has given me. I will be frank; 
right now, that editorial would 
be a lie. In five, 10 or maybe 20 
years, I am sure my perspective 
will have changed. For now, 
though, it is what it is. 

But I would also be lying 
if I said the school has not 
taught me a couple of life les-
sons. I feel as though one les-
son in particular is important 
to share because— even more 
than my technical knowledge 
or my writing skills—this is 
what I have taken away from 
my five years at the school. 

Do not take criticism per-
sonally, and do not be instant-
ly dismissive of it. If there is 
one thing I have seen over and 
over again, it is that smart peo-
ple assume negative critiques 
of their work equate to nega-
tive critiques of them as peo-
ple. Those people need to take 
a step back and think about 

something: is it even worth it 
to criticize something if you do 
not want to see improvement? 
I have frequently chosen not 
to say something about poor 
work because I felt as though 
it is a waste of time, but I am 
always vocal about things that 
matter. Criticism requires a bit 
of reflection, but I have seen so 
many people respond unfavor-
ably whenever presented with a 
view that is unlike their own.

As a student, I have weath-
ered a fair bit of criticism 
from teachers, and it usually 
amounted to having a worse 
grade. But isn’t that the whole 
point of a teacher: to evaluate, 
criticize and provide feedback 
in order for you to become a 
better student? I accepted this, 
and the criticism they leveled 
against me was almost uni-
versally fair and constructive. 
I never thought of myself as 
a lesser person because I got a 
B instead of an A in that one 
class. The grade is a reflection 
of how well you did relative to 
the rest of the class, not how 
dumb or smart you are. Stu-

dents who allow their work to 
define them at Tech are likely 
the unhappiest people here.

Now as editor-in-chief, I 
have heard even more criti-
cism. I have also heard a good 
deal of praise, all of which I 
am extremely thankful for, but 
that is not what usually sticks 
with you. It is the negative 
comments. I have been told 
that I have published “stupid” 
articles, that articles were un-
fair and that even my tenure 
as editor-in-chief has made the 
paper worse. Some have been 
true, some have not been, but 
I was always interested when 
people would at least give me 
feedback. In a personal email 
to me a couple of months ago, 
I was told about a certain mis-
take I had approved in an is-
sue of the Technique. I was told 
that my mistake was a part of 
“… a legacy of incompetence 
that will follow the Technique 
forever.” It was an anonymous 
email (as many of the emails 
with the most extreme lan-
guage are), but it was fair and 
required me to take a step back 

and think about many of the 
mistakes I had made through 
the year. Admiring one’s own 
work that is praised is of infi-
nitely less value than reevalu-
ating the work that is criti-
cized the most. Do not delete 
those emails saying ugly but 
truthful things; instead, use it 
as bulletin board material. 

Still, one of the most ba-
sic ways to get criticism is to 
surround oneself with a group 
willing to express it. I luck-
ily have a support group that 
will always be honest with 
me. When I approve some-
thing unwise in a part of the 
newspaper on deadline night, 
someone on my newspaper 
staff will always call me out 
and tell me what I am doing 
is stupid, and that, honestly, 
it is the wrong decision. I am 
lucky to have people tell me 
that what I am doing is wrong, 
and I know that what they tell 
me will make my work better. 

The criticism that was 
given to me by everybody, in-
cluding the people who some-
times used four-letter words 
as adjectives, verbs and nouns 
in the same sentence, helped 
shape the work I do. So as I 
part from Tech and the Tech-
nique, I want to thank every-
body who said anything to me 
about what I do, anything at 
all. It is what helped me get 
through my five years here, 
and hopefully, it will be what 
helps me create those positive 
feelings for Tech…eventually.

Criticism leads to objective self-reflection 
“Admiring one’s own work 

that is praised is of infinitely 
less value than reevaluating 
the work that is criticized.” 

Hahnming Lee
Editor-in-Chief

Grace Abshire
Second-year CM

“It would have been nice to 
have more warning.”

Matthew Ramsey
Fifth-year CM

“It sucks that such a long 
standing tradition will be 

no more.”

Ansley Grantham
First-year EnvE

“They are closing Junior’s?”

Katie Baker
Fifth-year BME

“It doesn’t really matter 
either way.”

What do you think about 
Junior’s closing?

BUZZ
Around Campus

With my time at Tech com-
ing to an end, it is time to hand 
out the first—and probably fi-
nal—Honorable Observances 
From Yours-truly Awards, or 
simply, the HOFY Awards.

HOFY Award for Restraint 
by a Group: the faculty. The 
fact that faculty-on-student 
violence is non-existent at 
Tech amazes me. I will con-
cede that, by nature, I am 
not a very patient person, but 
dealing with some of the stu-
dents on this campus takes the 
patience of Job. Year round, 
professors have to deal with 
such ignoramuses as the lazy 
idiots who cannot seem to re-
alize that scoring in the single 
digits on a test is justification 
for failure. Worse, they have to 
deal with those obnoxious kids 
who nearly have an aneurysm 
for getting below an ‘A.’

HOFY Award for the Ob-
noxious Major: Architecture. 
After four years at Tech, I can 
safely say that there is not a 
group of people more filled 
with self-pity than Architec-
ture majors. I stress “self” in 
the sense that I doubt anyone 
else really cares about them 
whining about studio classes 
and reviews. To all the Archi-
tecture majors out there that 
complain to friends about the 
stress they are under, think 
about this: if you screw up and 
design an ugly building and 
it gets built, you make an eye 
sore. If an engineer screws up 
and has a bad design that gets 
built, people could die. The 

only Architecture majors who 
have a reason to be stressed all 
the time are the out-of-state 
students, since it is going to 
be impossible for them to pay 
off those student loans making 
barely above minimum wage.

HOFY Award for Most 
Overvalued Group on Cam-
pus: ANAK. I have no idea 
what this secret society does.

HOFY Award for the 
Dumbest Spectacle on Cam-
pus: I Less-than-three GT 
Week. Isn’t reminding stu-
dents that they should love 
their school right around the 
time of spring midterms coun-
terproductive? The people say-
ing that they love Tech that 
time of the year are either lying 
or majoring in Management. 
Speaking of which… 

HOFY Award for Best PR 
Stunt of the Year: the College 
of Management changing the 
name of the Management de-
gree to Business Administra-
tion. Fear not Management 
students; while they may have 
changed the name of the de-
gree, you will still be the butt 
of jokes across campus. For 

those management students 
reading this in the back of 
their “really hard” class and 
planning on sending an email 
to me about how there are sub-
stantive changes to the degree, 
save your time. I don’t care. 
And for those grumbling to 
yourselves that one day you’ll 
be the boss of all those engi-
neers that make fun of you, 
I will concede that there is 
strong evidence that Manage-
ment majors do climb high on 
the corporate ladder: the eco-
nomic implosion of 2008.

HOFY Award for the Big-
gest Waste of Time and Mon-
ey: the 25-Year Strategic Plan. 
With such thought provoking 
goals as “Sustain and Enhance 
Excellence in Scholarship and 
Research,” I am curious as to 
what Tech was doing before. I 
missed the line in the previous 
strategic plan where it planned 
to “Strive for Mediocrity and 
Occasional Failure in Schol-
arship and Research.” Con-
sidering the budget situation, 
wouldn’t it make more sense to 
chart a path to solvency?

HOFY Award for People 

Who Want to Look Fashion-
able but End Up Looking Like 
a Clown: bow-tie wearers. 
While I admire their ability 
to actually tie a bow-tie, I feel 
that their skills could be put to 
more use making a YouTube 
tutorial than actual use of the 
skill on a daily basis.

HOFY Award for the 
Course Most Likely to Get 
People to Drop Out: Senior 
Design. Few things have 
caused me to spend a Satur-
day in the Library, and one of 
those things is Senior Design. 
Group projects suck, but they 
really suck when they are at 
the end of the semester. I real-
ize that engineers will need to 
work in groups, but people can 
be fired for incompetence.

HOFY Award for the 
Group of People Who Most 
Freak-Out Others: Humans 
vs. Zombies. When people 
walk around L.A. wearing a 
bandana on their arm or head, 
it’s considered a sign of social 
revolt and disorder. When 
people do it at Tech, it is a sign 
of social awkwardness. This 
game is proof that some Te-
chie jokes do have a legitimate 
founding.

So end the first and final 
HOFY Awards. I would thank 
all those who gave me plenty 
to write about over the years. 
I will miss many aspects of 
Tech, but I can say the thing 
I will miss the most is sharing 
my thoughtful, ground-break-
ing ideas with the Tech com-
munity.

HOFY Awards: An evaluation of Tech
“...The thing I will miss the 

most is sharing my thoughtful, 
ground-breaking ideas with the 

Tech community.” 

Matt Hoffman
Opinions Editor

Photos by Will Folsom
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Tech celebrates past feats while 
embracing an innovative future

As we approach the end of the 
semester with final exams and 
commencement, it is appropriate 
to pause a moment and reflect on 
what we, as members of the Tech 
community, have been able to ac-
complish together this past year, 
and to highlight some of the chal-
lenges that lie ahead. 

This year we celebrated 
Tech’s 125-year anniversary and 
launched our new 25-year strate-
gic plan designed to lay a foun-
dation for global leadership and 
position Tech to “define the tech-
nological research university for 
the 21st century.” 

I have been pleased with the 
engagement of the entire Tech 
community—including our stu-
dents—to develop and implement 
strategies and initiatives that will 
help to bring the five overarching 
goals of the strategic plan to life. 

Just a few of the many initia-
tives undertaken were exploring 
the X-College concept and launch-
ing an undergraduate leadership 
program with multidisciplinary 
minors and a graduate leadership 
program in biomedical engineer-
ing. We also laid the groundwork 
for the formation of the Center 
for 21st Century Universities, the 
Institute for People and Technol-
ogy (IPAT) and the Institute for 
Electronics and Nanotechnology 
(IEN),

Finally, this year we expanded 
the co-enrollment partnership 
with Emory and fostered new 
partnerships, including an agree-
ment with the Woodruff Arts 
Center to allow students unlim-
ited access to the arts at a deeply 
discounted rate.

As we commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the matriculation 
of black students at Tech, we are 

reminded of how far we’ve come, 
and how much more we need to 
do to recruit, develop, retain and 
engage a diverse cadre of students, 
faculty and staff to create a cam-
pus community that exemplifies 
the best in all of us and fosters in-
clusive excellence. 

I am particularly proud of the 
leadership role Tech students have 
taken during the past year. From 
serving as the lead for the student-
focused gubernatorial debate to 
providing input into the statewide 
discussion of how best to preserve 
the HOPE scholarship program. 
When our students spoke, leaders 
across the state listened.

It is no surprise that students 
took the lead in Tech’s response to 
the Japan crisis and have reached 
out to the campus community 
through the TechCares initiative. 
I am pleased to see SGA formaliz-
ing these outreach efforts through 
TechCares that have included ac-
tivities such as blood drives and 
fund raising.

On April 19, the University 
System Board of Regents set tu-
ition and fees for its member insti-
tutions, taking into consideration 
the needs of institutions, declin-
ing direct state support (now at 
less than 17 percent for Tech), 
the overall economic condition 
of the state and the nation, and 
the many financial challenges our 

students and their families are fac-
ing. The regents voted to approve 
a three percent tuition increase for 
resident students as well as an ad-
ditional $350 special institutional 
fee per semester for Tech. We real-
ize any increase presents challeng-
es; however, our first priority is to 
ensure the quality of our research 
and educational programs and 
preserve the value of your Tech 
degree as you prepare for an in-
creasingly competitive and global 
job market.  

We plan to use these funds to 
hire additional faculty to accom-
modate our enrollment growth, 
continue financial aid for our 
neediest students and support our 
important academic initiatives, 
including critical programming 
for the new Clough Undergradu-
ate Learning Commons. 

The solutions to some of soci-
ety’s most pressing problems will 
be developed at places like Tech, 
and we believe that creativity, in-
novation and entrepreneurship 
are the engines that will drive 
economic development in the 
state and the nation. To this end, 
we are working to provide even 
more opportunities for students 
to foster innovation, such as the 
InVenture Prize competition for 
undergraduate students and the 

OUR VIEWS hot or not

Bountiful budget
After months of planning 

and debating, SGA finalized 
the budget for the next aca-
demic year this week. While 
many student organizations 
may not be overjoyed by the 
outcome of their proposed 
budgets, the overall process 
proved to equitable and rea-
sonably efficient. The graduate 
and undergraduate bodies de-
serve applause for their ability 
to find compromise even dur-
ing the toughest of times.

HOT– or –NOT
“The solutions to some 

of society’s most pressing 
problems will be developed at 

places like Tech.” 

G. P. “Bud” Peterson
Institute President

Adieu to you
With Brittain failing health 

inspections and Woody’s be-
ing struck by lightning, many 
thought that the on-campus 
dining situation could not get 
any worse. Then news came of 
the sudden closing of Junior’s. 
This Tech tradition that has 
been beloved by generations of 
students cannot be replaced. It 
goes without saying that the 
Tech campus wishes Tommy 
and all of the Junior’s staff the 
best going forward.

Green spree
Tech celebrated Green 

Week on campus this week. 
The Institute’s continued 
dedication to sustainability 
has allowed it to grow into a 
hallmark of an environmen-
tally contentious campus. The 
Green Week activities allowed 
students, faculty and staff alike 
to learn about the benefits of 
living a greener life through 
basic conservation efforts and 
interactive learning.

Let there be fees
By many standards, on-

campus housing is overpriced. 
For people living in the west 
wing of NAA South, it became 
even more overpriced. Stu-
dents were informed late last 
week that each resident living 
in the section of the apartment 
complex would be assessed a 
$50 surcharge for vandalism 
associated with a fire exit door. 
The fee has since been cut in 
half to $25.

See Future, page 12
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Fee increase, much more 
to tackle in coming year

I knew coming into this job that no 
matter the course plotted for next year, the 
issues that will influence our journey have 
not yet been fully defined. I knew that 
due to the nature of financial support for 
Graduate students, fees would be an issue 
we would surely focus a large portion of our 
time on. The Institutional (Academic Ex-
cellence) Fee was poised to be a contentious 
issue as the Board of Regents prepared for 
their April meeting to set tuition and fee 
levels for next year. 

Of all the scenarios discussed and con-
cerns raised, Grad. SGA never thought the 
Board of Regents would be so short-sighted 
as to essentially deny Tech’s request for a tu-
ition increase and instead place the burden 
directly on the backs of students by raising 
the Institutional Fee. But then again, one 
must realize that the Regents are governed 
by politics, and unlike the future engineers 
and scientists that we will be, logic wasn’t a 
deciding factor in this decision. Simply put, 
they played politics with money to the det-
riment of Tech students.

All students recognize the need for fees 
as they pay for essential, well-defined ser-
vices. Our Health Services Fee funds the 
Stamps Health Center. Our Student Activ-
ity Fee funds the CRC, Student Center and 
countless student organizations that add to 
the diversity of the Institute. I cannot count 
the number of times I’ve been asked what 
service the Institutional Fee goes toward. As 
was released in President Peterson’s message 
to the campus this week, the Institute will 
“plan to hire additional faculty to accom-
modate our enrollment growth, continue 

financial aid relief for our neediest students 
and support our important academic initia-
tives, including funds to operate the new 
Clough Undergraduate Learning Com-
mons.” The President is in a tough position. 

Due to a $100 million reduction in the 
state’s appropriation over the past few years, 
Tech‘s financial ledgers are challenged. The 
Institute is starving for revenue to make up 
the difference so departments don’t have to 
make cuts to stay out of the red. It makes 
sense to ask the Regents for a significant tu-
ition increase to work towards filling that 
budget gap. Yet instead of raising tuition, 
the Regents decided to raise the “Tuition” 
Fee, as I will refer to it. To Georgia voters, 
the state legislature and the governor, a fee 
increase is more palatable than a compa-
rable increase in tuition. 

The Regents are aware of that. What 
they obviously didn’t consider is that this 
fee will come directly out of the pockets of 
graduate students. Graduate funding cov-
ers tuition but not fees. The increase in the 
fee represents a 5.8 percent pay cut for the 
average Grad. student and the total Tuition 
Fee ($1632 per year) represents a 9.1 per-
cent reduction in pay. The Tuition Fee is 
an unacceptable burden on Tech’s students 
and Grad. SGA will do everything we can 
to clearly communicate the burden it places 
on grad. students to the people with the 
power to change it.

Aside from dealing with the Tuition Fee, 
the incoming Grad. Executive Board hopes 
to accomplish many initiatives. The size of 

“But then again... logic wasn’t a deciding 
factor in this decision. Simply put, they 

played politics with money to the detriment 
of Tech students.” 

James Black
Graduate Student Body President Elect

Conquering apathy needed 
for future success of SGA

I couldn’t be more honored and excited 
to be representing, getting to know and 
working with each of you over the next year 
as your Student Body President.

While I have the experience and have 
made a plan for addressing next year’s chal-
lenges, I can’t help but consider, “How on 
Earth did I end up in this role?” 

After giving this question some thought, 
one obscure, half-forgotten memory 
from my freshman year keeps coming to 
mind. 

Sometime in Oct. of 2008, I remember 
sitting in a Matheson study lounge discuss-
ing with three other freshmen our evolving 
impression of Tech, our new home. 

We were all relatively well-adjusted 
here, having gotten involved in Freshmen 
Leadership Organizations or other organi-
zations, acclimated to college-level classes 
and begun to make lasting friendships. Yet, 
there was something that we weren’t quite 
satisfied with, an ideal that was not a real-
ity. I had an image in my mind of the idyl-
lic college campus, where there are frequent 
protests, daily philosophical conversations 
and tie-dye clad students lying in quads 
listening to acoustic guitar. As you have 
probably noticed, these images are not fre-
quently seen at Tech. 

As we further delved into this discus-
sion, we concluded that it was not the spe-
cifics of this vision that were disappointing 
us, but the culture of youthfulness and vi-
tality that they implied. It seemed to us that 
Tech students simply didn’t care about our 
campus world as much as we had hoped. 

The four of us decided it was our duty, 

or rather, our calling, to address this issue. 
We were going to incite our fellow students 
to action, reinvigorate Tech’s culture and 
leave a lasting impact on our campus—all 
of this through the creation of The Apathy 
Council.

At most, eight of you reading this article 
will ever have heard of The Apathy Coun-
cil, so you probably realize that our efforts 
did not amount to much. In many ways, 
it was a typical freshman endeavor—full 
of passion, lofty goals, late-night meetings 
and little actual plan of action. Eventually, 
our energy fizzled, and we each moved onto 
other involvements and initiatives for the 
remainder of the year. 

Since then, my impression of Tech has 
continued to evolve. I’ve met innumer-
able students who are not just complaining 
about problems, but contributing to the so-
lutions. Students like Melissa McCoy, who 
started Enterprise2Empower, an organiza-
tion that seeks to create centralized resourc-
es for student social entrepreneurs. Students 
like Laurie Bracaglia who is researching 
improvements to children’s heart surgeries.  
Students like Sarah Vaden who is innovat-
ing modern music technology with the in-
vention of a drum that can change tones on 
demand. Many Tech students clearly care 
about our campus and our world, and I 
couldn’t be more proud to be a Jacket.

And yet, room for progress undeniably 
remains. Although The Apathy Council did 
not come to fruition, I think there is some-
thing to be said for the Council members’ 

“It is up to each of us, individually, 
to take ownership of our campus and 

ultimately of our world. Find something to 
care about and pursue it wholeheartedly.” 

Elle Creel
Undergraduate Student Body President Elect

See Fee, page 12 See Apathy, page 12
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the Graduate Senate was the larg-
est in its history this past year, and 
we hope to continue to fill empty 
seats as we reach out to depart-
ments across campus to commu-
nicate with students. The Board of 
Governors proved to be a crucial 
tool in this endeavor last year and 
we will be developing it further to 
reach students at the departmen-
tal level. 

Graduate SGA is the only 
campus-wide student organiza-
tion that provides programming 
targeted to graduate students and 
we need more students involved 
within the organization to im-
prove our programming capacity 
and sustainability for the high lev-
els of outreach that we provide. If 

you attended the Graduate Career 
Symposium, the Georgia Tech 
Research and Innovation Confer-
ence (GTRIC) or the Fall Picnic, 
you have observed the quality 
programming we provide. We can 
always improve them, so be on the 
lookout for these awesome events 
next year. Another challenge for 
next year will be forming our new 
health insurance policy. 

The current policy (mandated 
and controlled by the Board of 
Regents) is offered to all students 
in the University System of Geor-
gia. Because of this, Tech has little 
say in the benefits or cost of the 
policy. With our own policy, we 
would dictate the terms and not 
the Regents. This will be a vic-
tory years in the making for Tech 
graduate students. Our Fiscal Re-

first impression of Tech. A culture 
of apathy is still present. 

We see this apathy regarding 
our city’s problems. English Ave., 
just one mile west of our campus, 
is plagued by the highest rates of 
crime, prostitution and illiteracy 
in the city. Yet, many Tech stu-
dents are unaware of this, and 
fewer are striving to improve it. 

We see this apathy through an 
on-campus leadership vacuum. 
Organizations across campus have 
seen a lack of interest in leader-
ship positions, most visibly in the 
recent SGA elections. This lack 
of interest in taking on our cam-
pus’s issues is a poor reflection on 
our student body and worrisome 
for the future of effective student 
leadership. The Technique said it 
aptly in stating, “Harmony may 
be good for music. In student gov-
ernment, it only means apathy.” It 
is up to each of us, individually, 
to take ownership of our campus 
and ultimately of our world. Find 
something to care about and pur-

sue it wholeheartedly. 
That something for me has been 

SGA. As I consider what has mo-
tivated my involvement in SGA, 
I’ve realized that my motives are 
very much the same as those that 
drove the creation of The Apathy 
Council. As such, I will be work-
ing for the next year to improve 
the Tech student experience. But 
I am by no means equipped to do 
this alone. Many of SGA’s most 
effective projects and initiatives 
have been inspired by ideas, not 
from the current leadership, but 
by students who took the time to 
share their opinion.  

So whether you want to get 
involved formally by applying to 
an Executive Branch position, or 
would rather simply share your 
opinion on how to better our 
campus, contribute to making 
Tech a university where incoming 
freshman immediately see how in-
credible our students are. The en-
vironment in which we live, study, 
work and play profoundly impacts 
us—only together can we better 
Tech.

Tech Research and Innovation 
Conference for graduate students. 

As we look forward to the 
opening of the G. Wayne Clough 
Undergraduate Learning Com-
mons, as well as beautiful sur-
roundings due to renovation on 
the Campanile, the redesign of 
Skiles Walkway and a new tran-
sit hub, we also celebrate the past, 
saying goodbye to the Alexander 
Memorial Coliseum. We will all 
look forward to seeing the first 

sponsibility Committee has done 
a great job working to provide 
suggestions on how we can bet-
ter manage your Student Activity 
Fee. I am very excited to watch as 
these suggestions are implement-
ed.

In conclusion, I have to say 
that I am energized for next year’s 
challenges and the potential for 
improving the welfare of Gradu-
ate students that they will bring.

I hope the projects and pro-
grams we implement next year 
prove to be beneficial for Gradu-
ate students and the entire student 
body. I look forward to serving 
you.

Together we can work toward 
a more transparent, efficient, fis-
cally responsible and sustainable 
SGA. No fee increase required.

game in Hank McCamish Pavil-
ion in 2012. The 2011 games will 
be played off campus, and I hope 
you will be there to support both 
the men’s and women’s programs 
and our new basketball coach, 
Brian Gregory. 

The physical improvements 
will be reinforced by the contin-
ued implementation of our stra-
tegic plan and the leadership of 
our student community. I look 
forward to working with you as 
together we design the future of 
Tech.

Apathy            from page 11

Fee                    from page 11

Future             from page 10Letters             from page 8

and misuse of the same drugs dis-
cussed in the article by Tech’s own 
students. Please do not use the 
Technique to push your own anti 
prescription medication agenda. 
It is offensive to the many people 
who do actually have a need to 
take such drugs.

Josephine Nord
MGT ‘10

 Junior’s invaluable part 
of Tech 

I attended Tech from June 
1977 through September 1982. 
During that time I ate breakfast 
at Junior’s 5+ days a week. I was a 
dedicated user of the $25 dollars 
worth of food for $22 chit book.

I can safely say that had it not 
been for Junior’s, I would not have 
graduated. There were many days, 
when that breakfast for $2.08 was 
my only full meal of the day. At 
the end of a school quarter, Tom-
my would let me continue to eat 
on credit—I just had to pay him 
back when I got paid.

In later years, Tommy and I 
talked about the fact that he could 
no longer extend credit—stu-
dent’s stopped paying him back. 
In my day, when the list of non-
payers went up on the wall, simple 
peer pressure forced them to repay 
Tommy. More’s the pity that that 
changed.

I loved the old counter service 
in the “original place” on North 
Avenue. I really didn’t like set-up 
when they moved to Engineer’s 
Bookstore or later to Bradley—

but it was better than nothing.
The spirit of Tommy’s and Ju-

nior’s went far beyond the food 
that was served. Tommy—and his 
staff—had true affection for the 
students that they served. I gradu-
ated in 1982. In 1999, I proposed 
to my wife (ME ‘83). Tommy saw 
Anne’s engagement ring before 
she did.

Two years ago, we attended the 
ANAK Centennial dinner. One of 
the best aspects was that Tommy 
and his wife were there.

All in all, Junior’s had a good 
run and I hope Tommy has a great 
retirement. However, I will always 
regret that I can no longer get a 
“French Strip, single country on 
the side, hold the dust.”

Douglas Fuller
ISyE ‘82



By Lauren Townsend
Contributing Writer

Every year, almost two million 
people are diagnosed with cancer, 
and over 11 million people con-
tinue the struggle with the dis-
ease. 

In 1985, the American Can-
cer Society started the Relay for 
Life and the event has grown in 
popularity ever since. Students, 
teachers and anyone who is inter-
ested can devote 24 hours to walk 
in honor of a cancer patient. As 
of today, Relay for Life has over 
3.5 million people participating 
in the event in the United States 
and some countries abroad. Tech 
made its own contribution to the 
cause by hosting Relay for Life on 
Friday, April 15.  

“We were very proud to have 
over 940 participants at this year’s 
Relay for Life,” said Joey Slater, a 
second-year CM major. “We had 
a board of approximately 16 peo-
ple organizing the entire event [all 
of which were students].”

Slater went on to talk about 
the efforts of all those participat-
ing in the event. 

“The event was supposed to 
take place at the CRC field, but 
rain forced us inside. But cancer 
doesn’t quit on rain, so we didn’t 
either,” Slater said. “We had dif-
ferent performances [from] Ram-
blin’ Raas, The Beat Geeks [and] 
Under the Couch Bands. Many 
relayers walked the CRC track in 
order to pay respects for those lost 
and fighting cancer.” 

This year, over 70 different 
teams worked together to raise a 
total sum close to $50,000. 

Some of the students partici-
pating in the event reflected on 
the survival of loved ones, and 
others walked in respect of those 

who had passed on. 
Adrianna Carter, a third-year 

BME major talked about her par-
ticipation in the event and her 
strong support of cancer victims. 

“I want every student to un-
derstand the importance in par-
ticipating in events such as these. 
Many times, because we are in 
college, and young we think that 
we are immune to horrible dis-
eases such as cancer. I am here 
because I want to support those 
who have gone before me fighting 
the disease, and raise awareness 
to those who have never faced the 
sadness of losing a loved one to 
cancer,” Carter said. 

For Carter, who recently lost a 
friend to brain cancer, the walk, 
like many, was personal. 

“He was only 21 years old 
when he passed away, and it was 
very sudden,” Carter said. “I 
know that all of his friends and 
family were shocked to find out 
that he had this terrible disease. It 
was really hard to face the reality 
of his situation, but I know that 
if his family can make it through 
such a disaster then other fami-
lies can face the same situations. 
I come to Relay for Life because 
I want people to know that can-
cer is not something to be taken 
lightly. It can affect everyone, and 
we all need to support those who 
fight the battle, as well as those 
who have survived.” 

This was Carter’s fifth year 
participating in the event, both at 
Tech and back home at her high 
school. 

Torey Poole, a first-year STaC 
major, participated in the event 
to celebrate the life of her cousin, 
Eli, a surviving cancer patient. 

Eli had to undergo a series of 

See Walk, page 15

Tech hosts 
Relay for Life

By Gaines Halstead
Contributing Writer

In 1975, an estimated 1.5 million people fled 
South Vietnam. Leaving everything and headed 
anywhere, many set out in small fishing vessels 
to escape the retaliation and persecution of the 
North Vietnam communist regime. At the mer-
cy of the open ocean, seafaring pirates and dis-
sident governments sympathetic to the North 
Vietnam cause, these small and overcrowded 
boats were the only chance for salvation for the 
population. 

For those fortunate enough to survive the 
insurmountable journey across the sea, the task 
of starting anew in a foreign country only pro-
vided further tribulations. In the United States 
alone, some 800,000 displaced South Vietnam-
ese citizens found themselves with nothing but 
their freedom. What these refugees lacked in 
possessions and material goods, they made up 
for with pride and spirit for themselves and their 
heritage.

Thirty-six years later, those who risked their 
lives to escape the evils of tyranny have suc-
cessfully gone on to establish new generations 
of Vietnamese-Americans. Never forgetting the 

country and people they left behind long ago, 
these new generations have continued to carry 
on their native South Vietnam traditions here 
in the U.S.

These customs have continued throughout 
the years due in large part to a particular sheet 
of cloth. What may seem to be an ordinary flag 
to some represents an entire culture to many. 
In cities throughout the country, this flag, the 
Vietnamese Freedom Flag, flies high alongside 
the American flag. 

While the days of the flag representing the 
South Vietnam nation have come and gone, the 
three red bold bars running across the vivid yel-
low background have come to represent more 
than just a fallen country. Across the world, 
the flag has become a unanimous symbol of 
pride and hope for the Vietnamese heritage. 
Although the Freedom Flag can be seen flying 
above homes, gleaming in windows or draped 
from university ceilings throughout the nation, 
it cannot be seen here on campus. 

Many Tech students have crossed under the 
numerous flags representing the world’s nations 
within the Flag Building. To the untrained eye 

VSA requests change in flag representation

See Flag, page 15

Photo by Basheer Tome / Student Publications

The Smithgall Student Services Building, better known to Tech students as 
the Flag Building, houses flags from numerous countries across the globe.

Photos by Virginia Lin / Student Publications

Besides walking, Relay for Life participants were provided with numerous activities on Friday night. 
Walkers were treated to a series of free concerts and other forms of entertainment during the event.

Focus
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@CoreyTBoone: Junior’s Grill, you’ll always 
be a Tech Tradition! Thanks for everything. 
#juniorsgrill
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six radiation treatments and 25 
weeks of chemotherapy, and he 
was recently declared cancer-free.

Relay for Life is an annual 
event, and each year the par-
ticipants help to encourage more 
students to come out and join 
the activity. 

APRIL 25 
Undergraduate 
Research 
Kaleidoscope
[6 p.m., Library 
East Commons]

monday

APRIL 26 
Pro. Helen 
Blackwell Lecture
[3 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
MoSE G011]

tuesday

APRIL 27
MBA 
Information 
Session
[5:30 p.m. - 
 8 p.m. College of 
Management]

wednesday

APRIL 28
Mechanical 
Engineering 
Capstone 
Expo [6 p.m. - 8 
p.m. Nano Tech 
Building]

thursday

APRIL 29
Ramblin’ on 
Party 
[6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Tech Tower
Lawn]

friday

Walk                 from page 13

the flags are unassuming and 
may go unnoticed, but for stu-
dents of Vietnamese descent, one 
flag in particular creates quite a 
stir. 

Hanging from the rafters of 
the Flag Building is the official 
symbol of the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam. This solid red 
flag with a single yellow star in 
center represents the Northern 
Vietnam communist party and 
the current government in power 
over Vietnam today. For the ma-
jority of Vietnamese-Americans 
here at Tech, this flag hanging 
in the student services building 
represents the oppression, suffer-
ing and death of their forefathers 
who stood against the fascist re-
gime during the Vietnam War.

In response, the Vietnamese 
Student Association (VSA) has 
proposed the replacement of the 
current communist flag with the 
Freedom Flag of Vietnam to the 
executive board here at Tech.

“I hope that the current flag of 
Vietnam will be removed com-
pletely because of the pain and 
suffering it brings to Vietnam-
ese-Americans. I hope that the 

Vietnamese-American students 
will be represented at Tech. It is 
not a matter of political differ-
ences because the Freedom/Heri-
tage flag represents more than just 
the Republic of Vietnam. The flag 
represents the people,” said Le 
Hein Phan, VSA president  and a 
third-year BME major.

“[The flag] stands for the sac-
rifices that were made along the 
journey of the Vietnamese to all 
corners of the world to escape the 
communist flag as they searched 
for freedom after the war. The 
Vietnam War led to the larg-
est migratory of people from one 
country to the rest of the free 
world. I am the result of their sac-
rifices, and I certainly don’t want 
their sacrifices to be forgotten,” 
said Ahn Tran, Southeast Region-
al Director of the Vietnamese-
American Heritage Foundation 
and a fourth-year ISyE major.

Though some members call for 
the complete removal of the cur-
rent communist flag, other mem-
bers in the organization feel that 
both flags should fly in order to 
represent the two cultures.

“While deep down I want only 
the Freedom Flag to fly, it is irra-
tional to remove the current flag 

of Vietnam. While the commu-
nist flag is disliked greatly among 
the Vietnamese-American popu-
lation, it still represents our people 
and our country today. Removing 
it is the same as cutting ties with 
our people at home. We must 
learn to forgive and accept. It is 
the only way to move forward. 
That being said, I would not mind 
seeing both flags fly together,” said 
Tam Van, a first-year BME major 
and future VSA treasurer. 

Social issues such as the current 
one has even elicited the support 
of students who were not born 
into the Vietnamese-American 
community but who have become 
sympathetic to the ideas for which 
they stand. Students like first-year 
CE major Kiersten Chalhoub, 
who is of German and Lebanese 
descent, yet is the newest secretary 
of the VSA. While no decision has 
been made as of now, other VSA 
student organizations in the state 
have been successful in flying the 
Freedom Flag within the halls of 
their respective universities.

The VSA holds events on cam-
pus throughout the year to help 
provide Vietnamese-Americans 
with the opportunity to socialize 
and promote social awareness.

Photo by Thien Huynh / Student Publications 

Students dance the night away in support of the American 
Cancer Society’s annual Relay for Life, held annually on campus. 

Flag                 from page 13
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Kombat slays competition

By Andrew Akker
Contributing Writer

Over the past 19 years, The 
Mortal Kombat franchise has 
more or less defined the style 
of arcade fighters with its fast-
paced action sequences and gory 
after-effects. Simply titled Mor-
tal Kombat, this ninth iteration 
in the series seeks to take this 
well-defined style of gameplay 
and improve on the looks while 
adding a bit more features into 
the fray.

When the player first starts 
up the game, they are taken to 
an action packed menu screen 
which depicts a moment in the 
epic battle between Scorpion and 
Subzero. From here, the player 
can choose from a multitude of 
options to play. The most obvi-
ous ones to start with would be 
the classic arcade mode, named 

“Ladder” in this version, or the 
story mode.

The story mode for the newest 
version of Mortal Kombat starts 
out with a vision of the future 
where Shao Khan is about to kill 
Raiden when the game sends it-
self into a flash back to the start 
of the entire Mortal Kombat tour-
nament where the events all be-
gan. The player will go through 
various chapters in the story 
dedicated to certain characters 
such as Sonya Blade or Scorpion, 
each of whom fight for their own 
reasons. 

The Ladder mode is like a 
simple classic arcade mode. The 
player chooses a fighter and 
fights his or her way up through 
the various characters in a simple 
ladder or arcade style. There’s 
also a tag ladder mode where the 
player chooses two characters to 
fight in a two versus two styles. 

The Challenge Tower is a 
place where players can go test 
out their skills in various unorth-
odox ways. The different levels 
of the tower require the player 
to use a game-selected character 
to complete various objectives 
against predetermined oppo-
nents, such as performing a fatal-
ity after the fight or not being al-
lowed to block during the fight. 

In all of these modes the play-
er will acquire “kurrency,” which 
can be used in the Krypt to un-
lock various concept art, music 
or new fatalities for the various 
characters. The Krypt involves 
the player moving around an 
area of mass torture and murder. 
When the player chooses what 
to unlock, it will use the player’s 
kurrency and the item can be 
used in combat, listened to or 

GAMES

Mortal Kombat
CONSOLE: PS3, Xbox 360

GENRE: Fighting

DEVELOPER: NetherRealm 
Studios 

RATING: MA

RELEASED: April 19

OUR TAKE: «««««

Scream 4 revives 
deceased franchise

By Hank Whitson
Staff Writer

In 1996, writer Kevin Wil-
liamson and director Wes Craven 
brought slasher flicks into the 
post-modern era with Scream. It 
was a smart, self-aware horror 
film with a great sense of humor 
and a hip and sexy cast. It was an 
instant hit that spawned a strong 
sequel and a mandatory, mediocre 
third act to round out the trilogy. 
Now, a decade and a year later, 
Williamson and Craven are back, 
and Neve Campbell returns to the 
big screen as Sidney Prescott to be 
harried and haunted by Ghost-
face all over again. Scream 4 is 
not merely surprisingly good—it 
is the most fun I have had at the 
movies so far this year.   

The movie wastes no time 

making fun of itself, opening with 
a double movie-within-a-movie 
frame narrative, featuring three 
ominous phone calls. The ensu-
ing dialog mocks everything from 
torture fetishes to relentless “se-
quelization” to horror movies that 
mock other movies. 

One of the great strengths of 
Scream 4 is that it can be enjoyed 
as a direct sequel to the original or 
as a continuation of the series. If it 
suits your fancy, you can pretend 
that Scream 2 and Scream 3 never 
happened.

FILM

Scream 4
GENRE: Slasher

STARRING: Neve Campbell

DIRECTOR: Wes Craven

RATING: R

RELEASE DATE: April 15

OUR TAKE: «««««

See Kombat, page 19 See Scream, page  22

Image Courtesy of NetherRealm Studios

Image Courtesy of Dimension Films

GAGA-LICIOUS
Little Monsters go gaga for Gaga

By Will Folsom
Contributing Writer

Stefani Germanotta—better known 
as Lady GaGa to “little monsters” ev-
erywhere—brought her sold-out Mon-
ster Ball Tour to the Gwinnett Arena on 
Monday evening. Long time musician 
and dancer, GaGa has been lauded for 
setting a new standard as a total perfor-
mance artist and is arguably the most 
talked about celebrity on the planet; at 

33 million Facebook fans and 9.5 million Twitter followers, it’s hard to see it 
otherwise. Among other things, this was the one of the few big-name Atlanta 
concerts to have sold out since Justin Bieber brought her—excuse me, his— 
show to Philips Arena last Dec.

GaGa’s tour has only a handful of performances remaining, including 
several sold out futbol stadiums in Mexico. As such, GaGa showed up ready 
to go all out—and she was astounding. I’ve been a little monster since GaGa’s 
single “Paparazzi” was released, so seeing this concert brought together three 
or so years of my own wish to see her in person – although there were actually 
a few aspects of her concert I found unappealing.

A good portion of the Arena was empty during the opening act, Semi 
Precious Weapons, with most of the people milling around outside taking 
pictures with the slew of crazily dressed fans. With a style comparable to a 
less edgy Jet, Weapons’ act was decent, but nothing super special; fans will 
probably remember more about their fun in the atrium than regretting miss-
ing the first act. Lead singer Justin Tranter – long-time friend of GaGa since 
her starting days in New York City – is actually fairly talented, and I myself 
got to speak with him back stage near wardrobe. He was incredibly humble, 
and he wished me the best of luck photographing the concert.

See Gaga, page 20

CONCERT

Monster Ball Tour
PERFORMER: Lady Gaga

LOCATION: Gwinnett Arena

DATE: April 18

OUR TAKE: «««««

Photo by Will Folsom / Student Publications
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Thrones mixes political drama, fantasy

By Alex Klusmeyer
Contributing Writer

In Game of Thrones, HBO’s 
new hour-long drama, the literary 
world of the A Song of Ice and Fire 
series is brought to life in a very 
direct translation of the first novel 
of the series, A Game of Thrones. 

The show is HBO’s offering 
into the recent surge in medieval 
themed shows, like Showtime’s 
historical The Borgias and Starz’s 
fantasy Camelot. 

While Game of Thrones is fan-
tasy, it is centered more around 
themes of political plotting and 
the pursuit of power than any-
thing else. It draws more inspira-
tion from the historical conflicts 
over feudal dynasties such as the 
Hundred Years War and The War 
of the Roses than it does typical 
fantasy stock. 

Its power is in watching the 
collision of the main characters’ 
starkly different aspirations and 
world views on a stage where the 
stakes are high and there are no 
rules. And I mean no rules. Game 
of Thrones is a world of warfare, as-
sassination and general debauch-
ery where the winner of a conflict 
can sometimes be the one who has 
sunk the lowest. 

The first episode of the series 
captured this atmosphere perfect-
ly and thus has set itself up to be a 
depiction of one of more dark, but 
also compelling, series of fiction 
written in the last 20 years.

The story of Game of Thrones 
revolves around the competi-
tion for control of the kingdom 
of Westeros, a massive mythical 
kingdom spanning a continent 
and enveloping seven major politi-
cal factions. 

Twenty years prior to the start 
of the show Lord Eddard Stark, 
played by Sean Bean, and Lord 
Robert Baratheon, played by 
Mark Addy, led a rebellion which 
overthrew the previous despotic 
dynasty, the Targaryen’s, killing 
almost the entire dynasty and 
placing Robert on the throne, in 
hopes of him being a more just 
ruler. 

Things since then have gone 
awry, however. To solidify his 
rule, Robert married Cersei Lan-
nister, played by Lena Headey, 
the aloof daughter of the power-
ful Lannister family, another po-
tential contender for the throne. 
The marriage has turned cold as 
Robert has followed his hobbies 
of hunting, drinking and whoring 
more than ruling and fathering a 
dynasty. 

Ruling the kingdom has ef-
fectively fallen to the Hand of 
the King (think vice president) 
Jon Arryn, who has just died un-
der sudden circumstances at the 
show’s start. 

In the first episode Robert jour-
neys to Eddard to ask him to take 
Jon’s place as the new Hand of the 
King and to bring his family with 
him to the king’s court. It’s a move 
Eddard is apprehensive over even 
before he learns that Jon’s death 
may have been far from natural, 
but his conviction to do what is 
right above all else leads him to 
accepting the offer even if it places 
him and his family in significant 
danger. 

The series promises to bring 
the viewer through this journey 
as Eddard collides with multiple 

plots on the throne and ultimately 
finds many lives at peril.

The actors and actresses all do 
excellent jobs in capturing their 
character’s personality as depicted 
in the novels. Sean Bean pulls off 
Eddard Stark as driven, realistic, 
and cold while Mark Addy cap-
tures Robert Baratheon as jolly, 
distracted, and generally blind to 
what is occurring around him. 

So too well captured are all of 
Eddard Stark’s six children, whose 
role in the plot expands later in 
the series, from tomboyish Arya, 
played by Maisie Williams, re-
sisting her place in the world as a 
princess, to bastard son Jon Snow 
longing for acceptance, played by 
Kit Harington. 

And there’s many, many more 
characters; the series has as wide 
a cast as dramas like The Wire and 
The Sopranos, allowing the viewer 
to see the story unfold from mul-
tiple viewpoints while requiring 
them to follow multiple plots.

As someone who has read the 
books, it is hard for me accurately 
to judge the approachability of the 
television show to newcomers to 
the series. While the first episode 

moves fast to establish the main 
characters and leave the viewers 
with the novel’s first major twist 
as a hook to keep watching, it did 
so at a pace which introduced all 
the main characters properly and 
gave them all a good start at de-
veloping their characters to the 
viewers. 

The show’s generally grim 
world view can certainly be the 
deciding factor as well, it’s not 
for the lighthearted, but for those 
willing to make the plunge it will 
no doubt wrap them in fully in-
side of three episodes. 

Game of Thrones is both a wor-
thy HBO drama and the best new 
medieval/fantasy themed show 
on television. It translates the se-
ries to television while carefully 
streamlining the story to flow in 
the one hour format. 

Game of Thrones brings to life 
probably one of the more deserv-
ing series to be brought to tele-
vision in some time and has the 
opportunity to become a long 
running addition to HBO’s line 
up. Its a must watch for any fan of 
the novels and anyone interested 
in political intrigue.

TELEVISION

Game of Thrones
NETWORK: HBO

WHEN: Sundays 9 p.m.

STARRING: Sean Bean, Lena 
Headey, Mark Addy 
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viewed. 
Players can also seek new chal-

lenges online playing against oth-
er players from around the world. 
Various game modes such as nor-
mal one-on-one or other custom 
game types can be played in for 
any challenge that a player wishes 
to make to anyway one who wants 
to accept it. The online system 
works pretty well and seems very 
responsive. The fighting style for 
the game is very similar to the past 
games in the series with a major 
difference: a graphics overhaul. 
The game is much prettier to look 
at than in the past. The game also 
runs completely smooth at a full 
60 frames per second without any 
hiccups. 

A new addition relating to the 
graphics in the game is the inclu-
sion of X-Ray moves. When exe-
cuted, a high damaging maneuver 
will be done with an X-Ray view 
of the person having their bones 
and organs crushed during the 
move. It’s a very interesting idea 
that gives a whole new aspect to 
viewing the pain you’re inflicting 
on your opponent as well as a new 
gory element to the game.

There are a couple of new ex-
tras added to the game as well. 
The first is that there will be con-
firmed downloadable content for 
two characters from the Mortal 
Kombat Universe. Kenshi and 
“The Lady in Red,” based on a 
glitch from Mortal Kombat II, will 
be available for download after re-
lease. The development team also 
has plans to release new arenas 
and fatalities through download-
able content in the future.

The newest Mortal Kombat has 
taken what was already a fantastic 
series and built upon it. The addi-
tion of various elements to the tra-
ditional fighting style make this a 
refreshing but not overwhelming 
reboot and is sure to please all 
gamers both familiar and new to 
the series.

Kombat          from page 17

Image Courtesy of HBO
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Bacon is tasty
Why stick to my side? Why stick to the things that I’ve already 
tried?
NAS getting charged 50 bucks for collective liability
everything eventually comes to an end.
Nas > JayZ
(50) X (number of people in NAS) > price to fix the centennial 
door. Thanks again gatech.
I CAN’T CONTROL IT
did anyone else see the guy fall off the railing in the lib on sun?
well, i think now i’ve seen it all:  clipping your nails in the office, 
really ?
on average my stat teacher spends 20 minutes on lecture...
So ready for the Summer GTL/Europe here I come!
Really Really Wants this Coop right now, Im Tired of School!!!
First year at Tech and have enough hours to graduate in 2 years.
Sometimes I think housing’s trying to kill me with chlorine gas.
Newly single girl looking for the man of her dreams - are you 
out there?
Keep you spirits up, Chick-Fil-A guy. I bet it makes some people 
happy.
My best judgement signed it’s resignation.
Hearing people complain about CS 1371 makes my A feel so 
much better.
your nakedness will be very much appreciated if you come to the 
I-house and find the christmas lights
Fellow students, we know you are smart. You’re at Tech. May I 
ask that you not let your gift of intelligence give you an excuse to 
be rude and/or conceited? It’s not very attractive.
Registering for parking next year was surprisingly easy and ef-
ficient.
There was an empty box for slivers in the last issue. Guess what. I 
submitted 3 slivers. None got in.
I love cooping! spending my days watching LOST in my own 
office =] while getting paid
camels are found in all the continents
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Momsen Lights up rock’n’roll

By MK Johnson
Contributing Writer

The Pretty Reckless, led by 17-
year old singer-songwriter Taylor 
Momsen, revives grudge alterna-
tive in their debut album Light Me 
Up. The heartbeat of this album 
is raw, real and rough, proving 
that punk is anything but dead. 
The Pretty Reckless has resur-
rected the sexiness and seduction 
of punk rock. 

Taylor Momsen, recently 
known for her role as Jenny on 
the CW’s Gossip Girl, was first an 
actress but claims that her love af-
fair was really with music. In her 
youth she played Cindy Lou Who 
in How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
at age seven. Recognizing her rela-
tionship with rock as a life calling 
at a White Stripes concert, Mom-
sen has spent the past eight years 
living as a musician who just hap-
pens to act. 

Momsen first partnered with 
rock producer Kato Khandwala 
and Ben Phillips in 2008. The 
trio began writing songs seeking 
anything but a happy pop record. 
They wanted a record of unique 
rawness. The band is comprised of 
Momsen as the lead vocalist and 
rhythm guitarist, Ben Phillips as 
the backing vocalist and lead gui-
tarist, the bassist, Mark Damon, 
and the rogue drummer, Jamie 
Perkins. 

Prior to listening, you might 
have thought that The Pretty 
Reckless was just another attempt 
at an actress to pop plunge, but 
you’d be wrong. This album is far 
from the stereotypical pop prin-
cess ballad. 

It’s deep. It’s dirty. It’s defiant. 
The direction for the album be-

gan with the writing of “Make Me 
Wanna Die.” Probably the most 
well known song on the album, 
this romantic rager is hardcore 
and seductive passing through the 
full spectrum of teenage angst, 
from passionate obsession to para-
noid insecurity. Additional ro-
mantically themed songs include 
the acoustically based “You” and 
“Nothing Left to Lose.” “You” is 
a fresh contribution to the album, 
predominately driven by the soft 
strings of the violin, while “Noth-
ing Left to Lose” is a catchy soft 
romance between the acoustical 
guitar and Momsen’s smoky vo-
cals. 

Other notable songs on The 
Pretty Reckless’ debut album in-
clude their songs with a bluesy 
rock feel, “My Medicine” and 
“Since You’re Gone.” “My Medi-
cine” begins with the flick of a 
lighter paired with a smooth ex-
hale, later launching into a com-
bination of thrashing guitars and 
jagged vocals. One song in partic-
ular highlights Momsen’s struggle 
between the worlds of Gossip Girl 
and The Pretty Reckless. It begins 
with a dazed melody about being 
overworked and later escalates 
into a chorus of scratchy fierce-
ness. 

Other hard and rebellious 
tunes include “Miss Nothing” and 
“Goin’ Down.” In “Miss Noth-
ing,” the deep drum rage that 
explodes periodically throughout 
Momsen’s introspective growl is 
most exciting for the listener. The 
intense drum sequence of “Goin’ 

Down” placed adjacent to redeem-
er-themed lyrics creates another 
song that reaches into listener’s 
souls. Other tracks include “Light 
Me Up” and “Factory Girl.” The 
album does contain clear under-
tone influences of Kurt Cobain 
and Joan Jett, two of Momsen’s 
personal influences. Other band 
influences include The Beatles, 
Oasis and Nirvana. 

It’s not an album that feels far-
fetched. The central themes of 
love, death and relationships are 
all relatable. The Pretty Reckless 
takes what could’ve been another 
soon-to-be-forgotten pop album 
and instead produces an album 
of pensive-worthy emotion. The 
combination of Momsen’s dark 
vocals, Perkins’ heavy rhythmic 
melodies and an overall cohesion 
of rock creates a successful album. 

Momsen has successfully land-
ed in the atypical category of an 
actress that can actually rock. If 
ever given the chance, bring the 
girl with blinding peroxide blonde 
hair into your home to soothe 
your hankering for a revival of 
punk.  

MUSIC

The Pretty Reckless
Light Me Up

LABEL: Interscope

GENRE: Punk Rock

TRACK PICKS: “Make Me 
Wanna Die,” “You,” “Miss 
Nothing”
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maybe they are jewish camels
did you  have a look at the camels p%%%is?
To the girl I held the door for leaving downstairs student center 
last thursday: I’ve been kicking myself for not saying hi
There is definately not a secret society meeting in the basement of 
the CoC every Saturday night...
if you think about it... tech is kinda like the prison of universities.
I BEAT THE RATIO!!!!!!!! BEST. NIGHT. EVER!
Best part about being a gay guy at Tech? All the shirtless guys 
jogging!
I’m tired of hearing people complain about how hard CS 1371 is.
caffeine dependencies, strange fashion senses, and too much time 
spent in their home buildings. has anyone else noticed how much 
CS and Architorture are alike?
don’t get back with your ex - ill give you more action.
To the girl browsing tsquare on her laptop. You are 6y.
I’m reading the Technique even though I transferred... I miss you 
Tech.
are camels only found in israel?
do these camels go on Shabbat?
guess which other country has camels?
ruminating cows at IndiaFest next year
India Club needs sponsorship for two ruminating cows next year
Does SGA give money for getting cows on campus?
What other animals are we allowed to bring on campus?
Two elephants, two cows, two peacocks and two tigers to come 
on campus next year
how about we have those two camels with two Bengal tigers in 
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are you really playing wow in our matlab recessitation?
hopefully Juniors’s will not close!  GT needs Juniors!
these crosswords are crazy. seriously.
Dear Non-Smokers:  Stop being such squares.
Are there people who think child sex trafficking is a good thing?
if he really wants to be together, he sure isnt showing it...

When GaGa finally hit the 
stage at 9:40 pm after an un-
explained wait (she was slated 
for 9:15), it was as though the 
crowd became electrified; joy shot 
through the arena, and no one was 
immune. Even the elderly seventy-
ish usher holding the door for me 
said, “Wow, she sounds really 
good!” The crowd was a nervous 
mixture of older married couples, 
and younger elementary and mid-
dle school kids, who apparently 
found it hilarious to occasionally 
launch foreign objects on to the 
stage (which was actually only hi-
larious when they were promptly 
escorted out).

GaGa’s performance was in-
credibly dramatic, and was loose-
ly set up as a narrative in which 
GaGa and her dancers got lost on 
their way to the Monster Ball, a 
place where “all the freaks are 
free to be themselves without 
judgment.” GaGa came across in 
her performance as a tough-as-
nails rock star versus the sequin 
covered glamour girl image that 
she used to tout. Between songs, 
GaGa often gave a speech more or 
less pertaining to “being yourself,” 
which, with her upcoming album 
Born This Way, did not seem out 
of place. 

Her speeches did not seem 
scripted, and the audience got a 
taste of who GaGa really is, al-
though she probably shared simi-
lar words of wisdom at every stop 
along her tour; still, with every 
GaGa-ism pronounced, the crowd 
went nuts. Set changes came after 
every three or so songs, and were 
marked with videos projected 
onto the lowered curtain. These 
videos seemed somewhat sublimi-
nal, and were often – for lack of a 
better term – trippy. Sadly, I guess 
my brain doesn’t comprehend su-
per-high fashion.

GaGa has a wonderful voice, 
and claimed she never lip-syncs, 
screaming, “you didn’t pay to see 

some rich b**** fake it!” However, 
there were several dance sequences 
that remain questionable. GaGa’s 
back up dancers were incredibly 
talented. 

Interestingly, there were several 
moments where GaGa would stare 
back at the large projector screens 
on either side of the stage to check 
the video shots that were coming 
from her crew. It became a little 
distracting for GaGa to waltz out 
to the edge of the stage, then have 
her turn around and make sure 
her position was framed alright on 
the screen.

All criticism aside, seeing the 
Monster Ball was an incredibly 
entertaining experience. GaGa is 
extremely devoted to her work, 
and between throwing her body 
painfully down on the stage to 
singing at the top of her lungs at 
a burning piano, the twenty-five 
year old held me captivated for the 
entire two hours she performed. 

The attention was always in-
variably on her, and she seemingly 
thrives in this atmosphere, claim-
ing at one point that she “is like 
Tinkerbell. I’ll die if you don’t 
clap for me.” Walking out of the 
arena with her latest single “Judas” 
blasting, I felt more like I had just 
witnessed a unique phenomenon 
than a concert – a phenomenon I 
would gladly experience again.

Photo by Will Folsom / Student Publications

Gaga                from page 17
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Conspirator induces boredom

By Yameen Huq
Contributing Writer

History lessons generally en-
gage a small part of the popula-
tion. The grand narratives, politi-
cal relevance and window into old 
traditions that engage the typical 
history-buff are often lost on the 
layman. Robert Redford’s his-
torical drama The Conspiracy will 
both engage the thoughts and at-
tention of one type of viewer, but 
bore and drone on to the other. 

The movie details an impor-
tant, but often forgotten aspect of 
the Lincoln assassination: the trial 
of the assassination’s conspirators. 
Seven men and woman are ar-
rested because they were allegedly 
involved in the conspiracy to kill 
the President and the attempt to 
kill his cabinet. 

Fueled by the anger and an-
guish throughout the country, 
the War and Justice Departments’ 
choose to use military commis-
sions instead of the civilian court 
system; a policy that by its very 
nature impacts civil liberties. 

The male conspirators, for the 
most part, are passed over in the 
story. The real focus is on whether 
the alleged female conspirator, 
Mary Surratt, truly is guilty or 
just unfortunate. The main char-
acter, Union war hero and attor-
ney Frederick Aiken, is forced to 
defend her by his boss. Although 

completely against helping her, 
he still puts his full effort into 
the case when he realizes that not 
all the facts add up as easily as he 
thought. Legal intrigue ensues. 

This movie feels like a docu-
mentary. All the ho-hum banter 
between characters and minor 
side relationships feel like subter-
fuge placed to prop an otherwise 
direct and narrow plot. The entire 
film may as well be called a reen-
actment of the original trial. Any-
thing interesting that happens in 
this movie will happen during a 
trial scene.  

Adding to the dry, re-enact-
ment feel is the foreboding tone. 
A feeling of dramatic irony and 
gloom will pervade anyone fa-
miliar with the history of this 
case.  

All energy and passion will 
take place in the courtroom. The 
dank, dark room the trial takes 
place is brimming with emotions 
and suspense. Scenes range from 
Aiken’s frustration with the mili-
tary tribunal to his mockery of the 
prosecutor. 

The tension is at its paramount 
level when the interrogations on 
both sides become personal and 
witnesses actually betray their 
own friends and family for per-
sonal gain or honor. 

The dialogue, barring the oc-
casional attempt at a joke, is best 
used when describing facts of the 
case and investigation. This actu-
ally extends to the characters as 
well. Aiken is at his most interest-
ing when he’s cross-examining the 
witnesses and looking for clues. 
His conflicts with his friends and 
loved ones are not only underde-
veloped and barely explained, but 
glossed over and unresolved by 
the movie’s end.

For anyone interested in po-
litical parallels, the film is a blunt 
take on the Guantanamo Bay 
controversy. Anyone moderately 
fluent in current events will see 
the parallels between the secret 
evidence, military tribunals and 
assumption of guilt featured in 
the movie and their current day 
equivalents. 

This movie makes no attempt 
at political subtlety and openly 
presents its argument of the im-
portance of civil liberties.

Overall, this film is a two-hour 
lecture. Anyone who wishes to 
learn about Civil War in a way 
slightly more interesting than 
reading books or Wikipedia will 
find plenty to see here. More ca-
sual viewers will be put off by the 
grim, no-nonsense style and pen-
chant for technical jargon.

FILM

The Conspirator
GENRE: Historical Drama

STARRING:  Robin Wright

DIRECTOR: Robert Redford

RATING: PG-13

RELEASE DATE: April 15 
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Radio generates 
gorgeous melodies

By Matt Cohen
Contributing Writer

TV On the Radio is yet an-
other offspring of the prolific New 
York music scene, which has given 
birth to many genre pioneers such 
as The Strokes, Vampire Weekend 
and the late LCD Soundsystem. 
TV On the Radio has formed its 
own stylistic niche characterized 
by multi-fusion endeavors. They 
delve into jazzy realms, relinquish 
post-punk-inspired energetic 
drives and deliver soulful, funky 
rhythms and melodies. There’s 
simply not one distinct genre that 
best encompasses their musical 

style. They just let their art rock 
project carry them in the next di-
rection. However, this hasn’t al-
ways proven to be the most ideal 
method for them in the past. 

While their career has given 
way to such masterful albums as 
2008’s Dear Science, which re-
ceived numerous critics’ picks for 
top album of the year, their dis-
cography also contains some me-
diocre moments. Now, with Nine 
Types of Light, their first album 
since Science, TV On the Radio 
continues in the direction of stun-
ning musical fusion and crafty 
writing and arrangements but also 
loses some of the momentum that 
they created with the previous al-
bum by intermixing high points 
with less resounding moments.

From an exterior view, TV On 
the Radio padded Nine Types of 
Light with triumphant opening 
and closing tracks. With “Second 
Song,” the album’s opening track, 
Tunde Adebimpe, the band’s 
lead vocalist, begins the delayed 
forward motion with his typical 

MUSIC

TV on the Radio
Nine Types of Light

LABEL: Interscope

GENRE: Art Rock

TRACK PICKS: “Second 
Song,” “Caffeinated 
Consciousness” and “Will Do”
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See Radio, page 22
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Image Courtesy of  Touch and Go Records
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After the initial murder scene, 
we see series’ survivor girl Sidney 
Prescott return to her hometown 
of Woodsboro, promoting her 
self-help book Out of Darkness. In 
it she describes her struggle to be 
more than a victim in life. Cour-
teney Cox and David Arquette 
also reprise their roles as Gail and 
Dewey Riley, now married and 
living in Woodsboro. 

We are also introduced to Sid-
ney’s niece, Jill Roberts, played 
by Emma Roberts, who is made 
up to bear a striking resemblance 
to Sidney in the original Scream. 
She even has the same conflicted 
relationship with her boyfriend 
and the same group of sassy yet 
senseless girlfriends who are ripe 
for murder.

These soon-to-be victims 
are reasonably fleshed-out and 
well-acted, though this is mostly 
thanks to spot-on casting as op-
posed to great acting. Hayden 
Panettiere puts in a likable perfor-
mance as Jill’s best friend Kirby, 
and Alison Brie, who you may 
know as Annie from Community, 
is perfect as Sidney’s peppy and 
presumptuous publicist. These 
are characters worth shouting at 
the screen for. We want to warn 
these people, almost as much as 
we want to watch the bad guy slice 
them apart.

The film’s plot is surprisingly 
coherent, mirroring the original 
movie’s general structure but de-
viating from it with subtle varia-
tions. There are isolated murders, 
followed by a party, followed by 
a bloodbath. The film revisits the 

discussion of horror movie surviv-
al rules that made the first Scream 
so recognizable, in a scene at the 
high school cinema club. The 
dorky leaders of the club observe 
that horror films have become 
incredibly convoluted in their at-
tempts to surprise viewers, and 
that the old rules about moral be-
havior governing victim’s chances 
of survival are almost entirely ir-
relevant. 

Furthermore, they suggest that 
the only way the current Ghost-
face could surpass the infamy of 
his predecessors would be for him 
to videotape his murders, and 
make his own movie. This obser-
vation is the conceptual lynch-
pin of the movie. While the first 
Scream featured a murderer who 
was inspired by horror movies, 
Scream 4 is more concerned with 
a murder who aspires to the celeb-
rity status of horror villains. The 
film’s social commentary is shal-
low and silly in its delivery, but 
the overall spirit and underlying 
message is scathing; the millen-
nial generation displays a narcis-

sism and desire for notoriety that 
is literally psychotic.

Scream 4 is a comedy first, a 
mystery second and a horror film 
last of all, but the movie still has 
a handful of kills that will make 
you flinch. While stabbing and 
slicing is undeniably grizzly busi-
ness, the violence thankfully never 
succumbs to torture levels of gore. 
Sidney and Gail also demonstrate 
refreshing levels of capability 
when it comes to fighting off and 
tracking down Ghostface. Seeing 
how this is the fourth time they 
have been plunged into a bloody 
massacre, it is refreshing to see 
them take a more proactive role in 
their own survival. 

As with the first Scream, this 
self-awareness is the Scream 4’s 
central strength. A few unaffected 
clichés abound, but for the most 
part, the film realizes when it is 
being absolutely ridiculous and it 
capitalizes on those moments with 
snarky one-liners. If you are a fan 
of the franchise, or even just the 
first movie, Scream 4 is well-worth 
the price of admission.

unique vocals over light keys. This 
leads into controlled, muffled gui-
tar picking from Kyp Malone and 
the entrance of subdued drums. 
But not long after the paced en-
trance of the band, the song takes 
a new direction with the emer-
gence of a tight bass and drum 
groove. It’s followed by Malone’s 
signature mighty falsetto, deliver-
ing a wonderfully funky chorus 
reminiscent of the Bee Gee’s ‘Sta-
yin’ Alive” but with a blatant TV 
On the Radio twist. Horns and 
saxes propel the rest of the song to 
possibly one of the strongest mo-
ments on the album.

The album closes with an 
equal bang with “Caffeinated 
Consciousness,” a fittingly titled 
track overflowing with force and 
energy. Adebimpe’s unyielding 
yells build perfectly on top of 
the sharp guitar riff driving the 
song. The chorus takes a turn 
towards a more melodic sound, 
with smooth, peaceful vocals over 
light drums and pleasing guitars, 
directly hitting the band’s unique 
and effective melodic writing 
structure. The song displays two 
very distinct areas of the band’s 
musical style: raw energy and dis-
tinctly gorgeous melodies.

The eight inner tracks of the 
album take many different forms. 
Some of them are great tracks that 
add new dimensions to the band’s 
archive. Songs like “Keep Your 
Heart” and “Will Do” beauti-
fully convey the band’s ability to 
deliver huge songs brimming with 
melodic texture and instrumental 
drive. The unmistakable falsetto 

of Malone and low-registered 
murmurs of Adebimpe provide so 
much to the songs, but the subtle 
yet explosive drums and guiding 
bass lines play such a crucial role 
in their song structures. 

But, in the midst of these 
splendid tracks, the album does 
contain some moments of fluff 
and filler material. In its attempts 
to repeat the consistency of Dear 
Science, Nine Types of Light plays 
out more like Return to Cookie 
Mountain, TV On the Radio’s 
2006 release that contains many 
of their finest tracks to date. These 
include many such as the frantic 
“Wolf Like Me,” but also contains 
some less striking down moments 
and less consistency. The middle 
tracks in Nine Types of Light are by 
no means dull or poorly written; 
they just don’t exude the brilliance 
of the band like some of their oth-
er tracks do. 

Admittedly, the band does 
create music that is more diffi-
cult to immediately digest than 
many other bands, so a first listen 
does little justice to their music; 
it never has, and it still doesn’t. 
Their music, as a result of further 
listens, grows on a person more 
and more over time. So there’s no 
certainty as to the final verdict 
of this album. However, what is 
certain is that, while the album 
might initially lack the unmistak-
able radiance of previous releases, 
it is brimming with potential and 
contains many intricacies waiting 
to be further explored. TV On the 
Radio is one of the more exciting 
musical acts out today, and Nine 
Types of Light is a solid listen well 
worth pursuing.

Radio               from page 21Scream           from page 17

Image Courtesy of Dimension Films
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Theme Crossword: Cinema VeriTe
By Robert Zimmerman
United Features Syndicate

ACROSS
1. Plugged
7. Inter --
11. Sydney’s state: abbr.
14. A dir.
17. Cantankerous
18. Dictionary entry
19. Like some 
sandwiches: hyph.
23. Geological epoch
24. Start of a quip by 
Shirley MacLaine: 5 wds.
26. United
27. Auricle
28. Sign
29. Rubbish
30. Rotating parts
32. Social creature
33. Organic compound
34. More extensive
35. Part 2 of 
quip: 4 wds.
39. Defunct coin
40. Neighbor of Syr.
41. Serv. branch

42. Ashe and 
Schopenhauer
47. Softened (with “down”)
49. Evildoing
51. Type of eye 
surgery
54. Soon
55. Commotion
56. Baroque composer
57. “Little --”
58. Mount
59. Fashion
61. Shoe of a kind
62. Translucent paper
63. Altar constellation
65. Part 3 of 
quip: 3 wds.
68. Sun. talk
69. Comeback
71. Dated slang word
72. Consent
74. State a belief
75. Clans
76. Beat
77. Not lively
80. Except
81. Bring together

DOWN
1. Digit
2. Stella D’--
3. Taciturn
4. Itsy-bitsy
5. White-tailed bird
6. Henna
7. Take to the skies
8. Glass oven
9. Nest-egg letters
10. Tummy
11. Prayer devotion
12. Keyboard instrument
13. Join

14. Flower stalk
15. Ritual feast
16. Dutch commune
20. Plexus
21. Money in Hungary
22. Among
25. Arab ruler
27. Devitalize
30. Concern of bean counters
31. Going on
32. Reply: abbr.
33. Vaulted room
36. Farm animal
37. That smarts!

38. Form of “John”
43. Brass and tin
44. Quality of the meek
45. Loose cannon
46. Smirk
48. Foul up
50. Summer cooler: 2 wds.
51. Gray wolves
52. Omnia vincit --
53. Start out: 2 wds.
56. Thai money
57. Electrical units
58. Flank
60. French 101 verb

61. Highlanders
62. Metronome sound
63. Originated
64. Settle a debt
66. Butterfingers’ cry
67. Reached
70. Some greenbacks
73. JFK’s predecessor
75. Merganser
76. Stew meat
78. Famed orphan
79. Dried out, in a way

81. Naive
82. Asian weight
83. Deadeye’s forte
85. Edmonton hockey team
86. Henry David --
88. Western Indian
91. Beset
92. Like a two-seater 
convertible
93. -- de France
94. Social functions
95. Edible bulbs

82. Fiction
83. City in ancient 
Sicily
84. Landscape spoiler
86. Woolen cap
87. -- generis
89. Squid’s output
90. Part 4 of quip: 5 wds.
96. Racing boat
99. Bobbin
100. One of 26
101. Compulsion
102. “We’re off -- -- 
the wizard ...”
103. Mixed drink
104. G-man
105. Concern of 
evangelists
106. End of the quip: 4 wds.
109. Moon of Saturn
112. Formal attire: 2 wds.
113. “-- Misbehavin’”
114. Clenched
115. Legislator: abbr.
116. Isle of --
117. Vases
118. Talks back to

96. Cubic meter
97. Wiccan group
98. Employs
104. Huckleberry --
105. Former NYC 
stadium
106. Names, as a suspect
107. Cal. abbr.
108. Soundstage VIP: abbr.
109. Measures: abbr.
110. Spelldown
111. Begley and Harris
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Football looks to answer questions in spring scrimmage
By Alex Mitchell

Sports Editor

On Saturday April 23, the 
Tech football team will play its 
annual “T-Day Game” and will 
give fans their first real look at 
the 2011 squad. It will be the first 
opportunity for starters and back-
ups alike to get meaningful reps 
and show what they have accom-
plished so far this offseason. The 
spring game also ushers in another 
exciting season of college football, 
even if the official season does not 
actually start for another four-plus 
months.

Sometimes the spring game 
can be an omen of things to come. 
Take last year for instance: then 
sophomore quarterback Tevin 
Washington started the game in 
place of injured starter Joshua 
Nesbitt. Little did most Tech 
fans know then that Washington 
would have to fill in for Nesbitt 
for the season’s second half due to 
an unrelated injury. Bad weather 
cut last year’s spring game short, 
but Washington shined in the ab-
breviated game, running for three 
touchdowns and throwing for one 
more. 

Washington did not get a full 
season of starts under his belt last 
year and the Tech team as a whole 
struggled to a 6-7 season.

Other times, like in 2008, the 
spring game has no bearings on 
what the team will actually do 
that season. 

The 2008 season was Head 
Coach Paul Johnson’s first year at 
Tech, so players were uncomfort-
able with his offense in the spring 
and it showed in the spring game. 
Tech fumbled on its first snap of 
the game and had what seemed to 
be a dozen fumbles on the day. No 
player shined and Tech looked ev-
ery bit the team that Sports Illus-
trated ranked as the No. 93 team 

in the nation. 
Instead, Tech went 9-4, shared 

a division title and received a bid 
to play in the Chick-Fil-A Bowl.

One can only guess at what 
implications this spring game will 
have on the 2011 Jackets, but the 
following players and storylines 
should be interesting to watch on 
Saturday even if the game does 
not count on the team’s final re-
cord.

One key offensive player to 
watch on Saturday is redshirt 
freshman B-back Charles Perkins. 
Outside of the quarterback, the 
most important position for the 
Tech offense is that of the B-back. 
Johnson has had the luxury of 
having Jonathan Dwyer and An-
thony Allen fill the role the past 

few seasons, but both players are 
now gone. 

In steps Perkins, who redshirt-
ed last season and rushed for over 
1300 yards in his junior season at 
Collins Hill High School. Perkins 
is battling redshirt junior Preston 
Lyons and a few others for the B-
back job, but Perkins’ combina-
tion of good size and breakaway 
speed make him an ideal fit for the 
position and a strong complement 
to junior A-back Orwin Smith. 

The main defensive player to 
watch will be redshirt sophomore 
cornerback Jemea Thomas. Thom-
as played last season at safety but 
struggled to find playing time and 
did not start a single game. How-
ever, with the departures of cor-
nerbacks Mario Butler and Mario 

Edwards, Thomas has moved to 
cornerback and looks to be a key 
contributor for Tech’s secondary 
this season. 

Thomas may not actually start 
with other capable players such 
as sophomore cornerback Louis 
Young vying for playing time, but 
Thomas has earned respect this 
spring with multiple interceptions 
and athletic plays, and coaches are 
willing to give Thomas an oppor-
tunity to play. 

“[Thomas] is a good player. 
He’ll find a way to get himself on 
the field,” Johnson said. 

The special teams player to 
watch will be sophomore kicker 
Justin Moore. Moore will have 
a tough time replacing departed 
kicker Scott Blair, who made 15 
of 17 field goals last season. John-
son at least thought highly of him 
coming out of high school, as 
Moore was the first special teams 
player that Johnson ever signed to 
a scholarship. 

Moore was a two-time all-
region selection at Marist High 
School. Like Blair, he might have 
to go through some growing pains 
in his first season as a starter, but 
he has demonstrated a high arc 
and good accuracy on his kicks, 
suggesting that he is unlikely to 
remain in a slump for long.

One key to Tech’s 2011 season 
will be limiting fumbles. Last sea-
son, Tech ranked No. 118 out of 
the 120 teams in FBS in fumbles 
per game. The numbers got even 
worse when the inexperienced 
Washington got under center, and 
in the Jackets’ last three games of 
the 2010 season they averaged al-
most four fumbles per game. 

It always seemed like Tech was 
fumbling at the worst possible mo-
ment last season and while a lot of 
that is due to luck, some blame has 
to be attributed to players just not 
protecting the football. Ball secu-

rity is something that Johnson has 
stressed at every coaching job he 
has had, and it will be interest-
ing to see if Johnson has stressed 
it even more in this offseason and 
if the players will actually take his 
preaching to heart.

The second key to the 2011 
spring game will be the Tech pass-
ing game. Quarterbacks in John-
son’s offense need not be the pro-
totypical drop-back passer. They 
do not need to throw the ball 30 
or even 20 times a game. Johnson 
will never ask his quarterback to 
throw for 300 yards a game or 
throw three touchdown passes. 
That being said, Tech’s passing 
offense last season was downright 
abysmal. Tech ranked 119th in 
total passing yardage, and Tech 
quarterbacks also only completed 
38 percent of their passes and were 
sacked more than once per game.

The last key to the spring game 
will be the play and rotation of 
the defensive secondary. With the 
departures of Edwards, Butler and 
Jerrard Tarrant, Tech will be very 
inexperienced in the secondary 
this season. Tech has five corner-
backs listed on the roster and any 
one of them could start games this 
season for the Jackets. 

At the moment, the favor-
ites have to be Young and senior 
Rashaad Reid. Young came into 
Tech last season as a highly touted 
recruit and did not redshirt due to 
a possibility of playing as a fresh-
man. Reid, on the other hand, 
started eight games as a fresh-
man but did not start any last 
year. Coaches are sure to ask a lot 
of Reid this season with it being 
Reid’s last. 

Sophomore Isaiah Johnson 
should start at safety after starting 
three games there as a freshman. 
The other safety spot is up for 
grabs, and it should be a good race 
to watch going into the season.

Photo by Tim Nowack / Student Publications

Tevin Washington checks his options on a pitch in spring practice. 
Washington will most likely be the starting quarterback in 2011.
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Pitching         from page 30

after his shaky start to the season 
he has displayed strong command 
and an ability to pitch deep into 
games.

“That Sunday guy is very im-
portant; he could be the differ-
ence between winning and losing 
a series,” Kinkelaar said. “Buck’s a 
very capable pitcher. We put guys 
in the Friday-Saturday-Sunday 
order, but I like to think of those 
guys in the weekend [rotation] as 
all No. 1 starters.”

Beyond the weekend rotation, 
the Jackets have seen several fresh-
men step into prominent roles in 
the rest of their staff. 

First and foremost among 
them is Matthew Grimes, a right-
hander who has taken over mid-
week duties. In eight starts and 
one relief appearance, Grimes is 
5-2 with a 4.01 ERA and a 1.43 
WHIP in 49.1 innings.

Grimes has been shaky with his 
command at times—he walked 
four hitters in a loss to Mercer 
on March 29 and six in the loss 
to Kennesaw State on April 5—
but otherwise he has been a reli-
able arm in midweek games. He 
pitched well in both victories over 
Georgia to date, going six or more 
innings both times and allowing 
two earned runs each time, and  
he will get the call when the Jack-
ets face the Bulldogs at Turner 
Field on April 26.

Another freshman, right-
hander Dusty Isaacs, has become 
a prominent and versatile reliever 
for the Jackets. Isaacs, who dou-
bles as Tech’s second midweek 
starter when necessary, has a 3.24 

ERA and a 1.12 WHIP in 25 in-
nings this season.

While hard-throwing senior 
Kevin Jacob was expected to take 
over the closer role, but he has 
been shaky, issuing eight walks in 
eight innings pitched. 

Instead, sophomore Luke Bard 
has been the primary ninth-in-
ning pitcher. Bard has five saves 
so far and generally has a strong 
arsenal of pitches, but his control 
has been an issue at times; he has 
issued 15 walks in only 34 innings 
of work.

Beyond Isaacs and Bard, the 
Tech bullpen has not been taxed 
very heavily. Senior left-hander 
Taylor Wood has a 2.70 ERA in 
10 innings pitched, but nobody 
else on the staff has double-digit 
innings this season.

“We try to define roles, but it’s 
not always easy…I think it kind of 
depends on who’s throwing well at 
a given time. I like to have defined 
roles, but a lot of it depends on…
how the game is progressing,” 
Kinkelaar said. “On the weekend 
our starters have been going pret-
ty long, and some of our [relievers] 
haven’t been getting innings, but 
they [always] have to be prepared.”

Heading into the final third 
of the season, the Jackets have 
already faced their biggest test in 
the Virginia series two weeks ago. 

The staff did not perform well 
in that home set, with Pope fad-
ing after six strong innings and 
Bradley and Farmer both strug-
gling out of the gate, but Tech did 
salvage one win against the No. 1 
team in the nation and remains 
strong in the National Champi-
onship picture.

Ramblin’ With
Hope Rush by Wayne Bishop

Contributing Writer

Photo courtesy of GTAA

Sophomore designated player 
and starting pitcher Hope Rush.

Technique: When did you 
realize that you had a knack for 
softball?

Rush: Probably when I was 
about 10 after my dad made me 
play for a couple of years and I 
realized I was actually decent at 
[softball].

Technique: What is your reac-
tion to what most consider a suc-
cessful year for you on the softball 
field?

Rush: It’s awesome, but I’ve 
always considered that an indi-
vidual bonus. The team has always 

been the main focus.
Technique: What’s your favor-

ite thing about playing softball at 
Tech?

Rush: I pitch, so I like pitch-
ing. I also like hitting.

Technique: What’s your least 
favorite thing about playing soft-
ball?

Rush: Probably the amount of 
hours you have to put in because 
it’s such hard work.

Technique: Do you have any 
goals for yourself or the team as 
a whole?

Rush: I guess strive to get bet-
ter and see what happens at the 
end of the season. Just to get bet-
ter each year.

Technique: If you could be 
well known for something other 
than softball what would you 
want to be known for?

Rush: I don’t know. For me it’s 
always been softball.

Technique: What’s your ma-
jor?

Rush: Science, Technology 
and Culture.

Technique: And why did you 
choose that?

Rush: Because I eventually 
want to teach and that’s the easi-
est route to take from here.

Technique: If you could teach 
any class at Tech what would you 
want to teach?

Rush: U.S. History would be 

my favorite.
Technique: If you could make 

one great invention or discovery, 
what would you want to make?

Rush: To find a cure for can-
cer.

Technique: If you had to 
choose between movies or music, 
which would you choose?

Rush: Probably movies.
Technique: What is your fa-

vorite movie sequel?
Rush: Twilight.
Technique: If you were stuck 

on a deserted island, what three 
things would you want to have 
with you?

Rush: My cell phone, my iPod 
and probably a good book.

Technique: If we were to look 
at your recently played list on your 
iPod or MP3 player, what would 
we find?

Rush: Probably something of 
Lil Wayne.

Technique: If you could be in 
any sitcom or reality show, what 
would you want to be in?

Rush: True Life.
Technique: If you could have 

any class be offered at Tech what 
would you want?

Rush: Some sort of Tech art 
class.

Technique: What would you 
consider your favorite meal?

Rush: I am always up for any-
thing Mexican.
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Tech baseball led by deep, talented pitching staff
By Nishant Prasadh

Online Sports Editor

Despite losing practically half 
of the key players from the squad 
that earned a national seed last sea-
son, Tech baseball has once again 
emerged as a contender in the na-
tional picture. A strong showing 
over the past two months—which 
included a 16-game win streak in 
March—has seen the Jackets rise 
as high as No. 6 in the rankings, 
and they currently sit at No. 13 in 
the Baseball America poll.

Success is nothing new for the 
Tech baseball program, but the 
reason for this season’s success is 
surprising. While Tech rode into 
the postseason on the strength of 
a powerful offense in each of the 
past two seasons, the Jackets have 
relied on a strong performance 
from the entire pitching staff to 
achieve national prominence this 
season.

“With the young team that we 
have, knowing that our pitchers 
can go out there and set the pace 
helps our confidence a lot,” said 
Pitching Coach Tom Kinkelaar.

Offensive numbers are down 
across the board in NCAA Divi-
sion I baseball following offseason 
changes to aluminum bat speci-
fications. Last season, 50 teams 
finished the season with slugging 
percentages of .500 or greater; so 
far this year, only four teams have 
cracked the .500 mark. As a re-
sult, pitching numbers around the 
country have improved. 

Still, comparing Tech’s pitch-
ing staff to the rest of the nation 
reveals that the Jackets have in-
deed improved considerably this 
season. Tech has been a fixture in 
the national top 20 in ERA, sit-
ting at No. 16 with a team ERA of 
2.72; three weeks ago the Jackets 
were No. 8 in the nation at 2.03.

Leading the charge has been 

junior right-hander Mark Pope, 
who has emerged as an elite 
starter in his new role as Tech’s 
Friday starter and de facto staff 
ace. Through nine starts, Pope 
has gone 8-1 with a 1.14 ERA and 
has largely prevented opposing 
lineups from gaining any traction 
against him. Pope has held oppo-
nents to a .163 average while al-
lowing just 53 baserunners in 71.1 
innings posting an excellent 62:12 
strikeout-to-walk ratio in the pro-
cess.

Kinkelaar pointed to Pope’s 
competitive drive and his confi-
dence in his wide arsenal of pitch-
es as the biggest reasons for the 
junior’s success this season. Pope 
complements an 88-90 mph fast-
ball with a wide array of effective 
offspeed pitches that typically sit 
in the 78-80 mph range.

“Mark has four or five pitches 
that he can throw at any time in 
the count, and he’s confident in 
all of them…He’s always had a 
low walk rate, looking back at 
last year and the year before; he 
doesn’t walk many people and he 
attacks the zone,” Kinkelaar said.

Perhaps Pope’s greatest asset, 
however, has been his longev-
ity. Out of his nine starts, he has 
pitched complete games in four of 
them. His ability to consistently 
throw strikes has helped him to 
keep his pitch counts down: he 
has not thrown more than 110 
pitches in an outing, including his 
four complete games, and he often 
averages well under 15 pitches per 
inning.

Kinkelaar said Pope’s time as a 
closer during his freshman season 
helped him improve his command 

of the strike zone.
“He had to be a different type 

of pitcher [as a closer]—he was 
more of a power guy in that situ-
ation, a fastball-slider [pitcher]…
but he had to attack the zone,” 
Kinkelaar said. “I think that gave 
him a good core experience of 
[learning to] attack people and 
throw strikes, and now he’s taken 
that into a starting role.”

Tech’s No. 2 starter, junior left-
hander Jed Bradley, has filled the 
role of Saturday starter well and 
has allowed Tech to go righty-
lefty-righty in the weekend rota-
tion. The left-hander has a 3.21 
ERA and a 1.18 WHIP in nine 
starts this season, and he has not 
allowed a home run in 53.1 in-
nings pitched.

Where Pope is a versatile op-
tion at the top of the rotation, 

Bradley serves as the power arm. 
The lefty typically hits 92-94 mph 
with his fastball and keeps hitters 
off balance with a low-80’s chan-
geup and a high-70’s curve. The 
result is that Bradley leads Tech 
with 72 strikeouts this season and 
is among the national leaders with 
12.15 strikeouts per nine innings.

“Jed has a whole lot of ability; 
he’s probably going to be a first-
round [MLB Draft] pick after 
this season. A year of experience 
has helped him become more of 
a complete pitcher. He trusts his 
[pitches] now; he doesn’t try to be 
so fine and pinpoint everything,” 
Kinkelaar said.

While Bradley has largely been 
effective, he has struggled of late. 
Over his last three starts, he has 
a 5.74 ERA and a 1.72 WHIP, 
and the Jackets have lost all three 
games. When he is at his best, 
though, Bradley can be domi-
nant; against St. John’s on Feb. 
26, Bradley pitched seven no-hit 
innings, allowing three walks 
and striking out 10 before being 
pulled from the game.

Bradley has struggled at times 
to pitch deep into games, though. 
His high strikeout rate also means 
he tends to reach high pitch 
counts quickly, and as a result he 
has not pitched into the eighth in-
ning in a game this season. Since 
Tech’s bullpen is deep and effec-
tive, though, Bradley has nearly 
always pitched well enough for 
long enough to keep the Jackets in 
the game.

Sophomore right-hander Buck 
Farmer has thrived in the Sunday 
role, ensuring that Tech has one of 
the best weekend rotations in the 
country. Farmer is 6-1 with a 2.70 
ERA and a 1.25 WHIP through 
nine starts and has recorded 62 
strikeouts in 56.2 innings, and 

See Pitching, page 29
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Matt Grimes pitches against Georgia earlier this season. Grimes is 5-2 with an ERA of 4.01 this 
season, but he performed well at UGA, going six and two-thirds innings and only gave up two runs.
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Tennis             from page 32

No. 42 Hokie tandem of fellow 
seniors Pedro Graber and Will 
Beck. 

The match turned out to be a 
tight battle from start to finish, as 
each team fought back after losing 
the previous point on a number 
of different occasions. The ex-
perience on both sides of the net 
kept it an even match all the way 
through the normal points and 
sent the match to a tiebreak before 
the singles matches began. 

After going shot for shot in 
what marked the final regular 
season ACC doubles match for 
both teams, the Georgia Tech pair 
finally put away the victory 9-8 (7-
5) after a torrid comeback attempt 
from Graber and Beck. 

First up in the singles matches 
would pit Potvin against Virginia 
Tech’s Graber. Though Graber 
showed some fight in the second 
set after dropping the first, Potvin 
proved to be too much to handle, 
taking the win easily, 6-2, 6-4 to 
give Georgia Tech a 2-0 lead. 

Tech sophomore Magin Ortiga 
took on Beck to try to further the 
Jackets’ lead. Through a closer 
match than the scores showed, 
Ortiga played his more experi-
enced opponent well, though ul-
timately lost, 6-3, 6-4. The win 
pulled Virginia Tech to 2-1 in the 
points and put the pressure on the 
remaining Tech team to secure 
the victory. 

In the No. 5 position, O’Brien 
took on the Hokies’ Oliveira in 
a crucial match for both teams. 
Through a back and forth match 
of evenly matched players, 
O’Brien was able to take the ad-
vantage and put the match away, 
winning 6-4 6-3. The crucial win 
gave Tech another point, putting 
the match at 3-1. 

The deciding match would be 
played by No. 15 ranked Gomez 
in the first flight against Virginia 
Tech’s No. 53 Luka Somen. With 
the Tech players and coaches 

watching, Gomez would cruise to 
an easy victory, taking down his 
opponent in straight sets, 6-4, 7-6 
(7-2). 

King and junior Dusan 
Miljevic dropped their matches, 
but Georgia Tech had already 
clinched the victory.

A day later against Virginia, 
Tech looked to put up a strong 
performance  against the nation’s 
No. 1 team. Instead, the Cavaliers’ 
talent proved to be too much even 
for the experienced Tech squad. 

The afternoon began with 
doubles play. In the first doubles 
match, Gomez and O’Brien took 
on Virginia junior Steven Rooda 
and talented six-foot-seven fresh-
man Alex Domijan, and the Tech 
seniors rolled to an 8-0 victory. 

The early lead did not last long, 
as Tech then fell in the following 
two matches to give the Cavaliers 
the doubles point. 

The singles portion of the 
match did not bode well for the 
Jackets either. O’Brien was the 
only Tech player to earn a victory 
against a loaded Virginia team 
that included four players ranked 
in the nation’s top 50 and two in 
the top 10. 

Once again, Tech won the 
opening match in singles, with 
O’Brien rolling over the Cavaliers’ 
Shane in straight sets, 6-1, 6-3. 

Next Kevin King lost to No. 
2 nationally ranked Domijan in a 
highly contested match, especially 
through the tiebreak, 6-2, 7-6 (7-
5) at the No. 5 position. 

Up next Murguruza would 
face off against Uriquen in one of 
his first ACC singles matches this 
season. Though he forced the first 
set to a tiebreaker, Murguruza 
would eventually fall 7-5, 6-3. 

Virginia clinched the match 
on court one, as No. 8 Michael 
Shabaz took down No. 15 Go-
mez  6-3, 6-4. Potvin and Ortiga 
dropped their matches against 
ranked foes on courts three and 
four as the Cavaliers took the 
match 6-1.

Deacons         from page 32

ly with both teams earning a run 
in the first inning. Tech took a 2-1 
advantage in the third after a solo 
home run by Esch to break the tie. 

The lead would quickly switch 
with Bradley allowing a walk and 
committing a throwing error on 
two consecutive hitters. The result 
was that Wake scored two costly 
unearned runs. 

Wake then kept things going 
with two RBI hits in the fourth 
inning by Mark Rhine and Mac 
Williamson to give Wake a three-
run lead at 5-2.

The Jackets would not lose 
quietly though, cutting the lead 
to 5-4 through the fifth and sixth 
innings. Skole hit a RBI single in 
the fifth, followed by a solo home 
run by Evans in the sixth. It was 
Evans’ first homer of the season.

Tech could not make the come-
back after Wake sealed the game 
with a home run in the bottom 
of the sixth off of freshman right-
handed reliever Dusty Isaacs.

Wake earned its first win over 
the Jackets in its last eight tries 
and dropped the Jackets to 26-10, 
13-4 in the ACC.

The Jackets would respond to 
the loss with a narrow 6-5 extra-
inning victory on Sunday, April 
17 as they fended off the Demon 
Deacons in 12 innings.

Freshman Mott Hyde led all 
hitters going three-for-five with a 
home run and four RBI. Hyde’s 
performance helped sophomore 
right-hander Luke Bard earn the 
win from the mound. Bard was 
credited with the win allowing 
only two runs on three hits over 
five innings in relief of the Tech 
starter, fellow sophomore right-
hander Buck Farmer.

Hyde started the day with a 
three-run home run off of Wake’s 
Austin Stadler to give the Jackets 
a three-run advantage early in 
the second inning. Wake would 
respond quickly, earning a run 
in the second inning followed by 

a solo home run and an RBI sac 
fly in the third to bring the game 
back to 3-3.

Junior Evan Martin then hit a 
first-pitch home run in the seventh 
to give the Jackets the advantage 
once again. Hyde then tacked on 
another run in the eighth to bring 
the Jackets’ lead to 5-3.

Wake would respond again, 
though, getting a two-run home 
run with two outs in the eighth 
inning to tie the game at 5-5. 

After the homer tied things 
up, the game went all the way to 
a 12th inning as the teams battled 
in a pitching showdown. 

Ultimately, a Davies sac fly in 
the 12th brought in Wren from 
third base and gave Tech a 6-5 
lead, and Tech went on to win by 
the same score to take the series.

Tech had struggled against 
its nonconference opponents this 
season and was looking for re-
demption against Mercer after 
losing to the Bears at home earlier 
this season. However, the Jackets 
were unsuccessful and lost 6-3.

Freshman starter Matthew 
Grimes allowed a career high six 
runs, four earned, on six hits. 
Grimes was credited with his sec-

ond loss of the season, bringing 
his record to 5-2.

Mercer started the game 
quickly, scoring three runs in the 
first inning to take a 3-0 advan-
tage, and the Bears never let up as 
they went on to sweep the two-
game series.

The Jackets tried to come back 
with a RBI single by sophomore 
Sam Dove and a sac fly by Evans 
to bring the score to 3-2 in the 
fourth inning.

The Bears, however, had a big 
fifth inning, scoring three runs 
to bring the game to 6-2 and seal 
the game early. A RBI double by 
Mercer’s Jacob Tanis brought the 
score to 4-2, before a throwing er-
ror by Evans to allow another run. 
Another RBI double by Mercer’s 
Austin Barrett closed the inning 
and brought the score to 6-2.

Mercer starter Matthew Mc-
Call earned his third win of the 
season after allowing two runs on 
six hits over three innings.

The Jackets will return to con-
ference play next weekend, host-
ing Boston College from April 
22-24, before a midweek contest 
against rival Georgia at Turner 
Field on April 26.

Photo by Tim Nowack / Student Publications

Jake Davies makes contact in a recent home game. Davies is 
hitting .391 with 26 RBI so far this season while playing first base.
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Springing Forward
The Tech football team plays its an-

nual spring game on Saturday. Check 
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Baseball wins series, falls to Mercer Golf team 
wins Yellow 

Jacket Classic
By Kyle Gifford

Staff Writer

The No. 4 Tech golf team competed in 
the Yellow Jacket Classic at the Golf Club of 
Georgia in Alpharetta, Ga. over the week-
end in preparation for the ACC tournament, 
which begins April 22. Tech faced teams 
from UNC-Wilmington, the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham, Georgia State and 
Troy. 

The first round of the tournament pro-
ceeded just as Coach Bruce Heppler would 
have wanted. Though there were some tough 
conditions on the 7020 yard, par 72 course, 
three of Heppler’s talented athletes occupied 
the top three spots on the leaderboard. Addi-
tionally, his team held an 11-stroke lead over 
second place after the first day of play. 

The early success came courtesy of a 
strong effort from all of Tech’s top players. 
Senior John-Tyler Griffin carded the day’s 
low score, turning in a three-under 69 to 
lead the way in the individual competition. 
Griffin’s scorecard was nearly unblemished 
with just one bogey against four birdies. 

In second place was senior Kyle Scott, 
who scored a two-under 70 in the first round, 
courtesy of two birdies on the two par threes 
on the front nine. Fellow senior Paul Haley 
turned in the final below par round of the 
day, shooting a one-under 71. Haley mixed 
in three birdies to go with two bogeys to 
reach 71 and take third place outright. 

Freshman Richard Werenski, who was 
tied for eighth after the first round, scored a 
two-over 74 for Tech’s fourth counting score 
to bring the team total to 284, 11 shots bet-
ter than UNC-Wilmington’s 295. 

Tech looked to keep the pressure on go-
ing into the second round and close out the 
tournament at the top.

Sunday’s round at the Golf Club of Geor-
gia teed off under hazy skies and a high of 
75. This day would be no different than Sat-
urday, with Tech’s top four players all plac-
ing in the top five on the leaderboard. 

With Griffin, Scott and Haley occupy-
ing the top three spots, respectively, at the 
beginning of the day, Tech looked to be in 
excellent shape to win the tournament and 
the individual competition. 

By the end of the day Tech’s top three 
players would reverse order. Haley took the 
individual crown, and in doing so he became 
the third different Tech golfer to win a tour-
nament this year. 

Griffin would end up in third after an 
even par round of 72 to go with his first 
round score of 69 for a total of 141. Remain-
ing a solid second on Sunday, Scott would 
shoot a respectable two-under 70, matching 
his score from Saturday. 

Haley would start off Sunday’s round 
with a bang, pitching in from 50 yards on 
the first for eagle. The talented senior would 
continue to succeed, scoring three birdies 
on the back nine to finish a bogey-free final 
round. 

Werenski fired a 1-over 73 to finish tied 
for fifth. To round out Tech’s team, junior 
James White carded a second round 76 to go 
with his 75 from Saturday, and he finished 
tied for 13th.  At the end of the day, Tech 
held a 19-stroke over UNC-Wilmington to 
cruise to an easy victory.

With the win, Tech heads into the ACC 
tournament to be held at the Old North 
State Club, in New London, N.C. A vic-
tory at the conference tourney would mark 
the third-straight ACC title for the Jackets, 
a feat that no other ACC team has accom-
plished in the past 31 seasons. 

Men’s tennis splits pair of matches
By Kyle Gifford

Staff Writer

The No. 16 Tech men’s tennis team 
travelled to the state of Virginia to take 
on two highly talented ACC foes. The 
first match came against the No. 37 
ranked Virginia Tech Hokies on April 
15, followed by taking on the No. 1 
ranked Virginia Cavaliers a day later. 

The Jackets came into the trip to 
Virginia on a hot streak, having won 
eight of their past 10 matches and four 
of their last five ACC matches. Despite 
the previous success, Tech managed 
only to end the trip in a split. The win 
came against a very close match against 
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg with the 
Jackets just edging the Hokies 4-3. The 
loss came at the hands of the Cavaliers, 
who swiftly put down the Jackets, 6-1 
in Charlottesville.

First on the court was the newest 
duo in Tech’s deep doubles lineup, 
junior Kevin King and senior Miguel 
Muguruza. Muguruza replaced in-
jured Tech sophomore Juan Spir, who 

normally plays with King in the No. 
1 doubles position. The pair took on 
Virginia Tech’s team of junior Patrick 
Daciek and sophomore Trpimir Ku-
jundzic. The match went smoothly for 
the untested Tech team, winning easi-
ly, 8-5 to give the Jackets the early lead. 

Playing the second flight for Tech 
was the pair of seniors Guillermo Go-
mez and Dean O’Brien, who have put 
together for a solid 34-23 career ACC 
doubles record and normally play in 
the No. 3 position for the Jackets. They 
faced Virginia Tech junior Luka Somen 
and sophomore Lucas Oliveria looking 
to secure the doubles point. The match 
went back and forth throughout before 
the Georgia Tech twosome put the 
match away on a tiebreak, winning 9-8 
(7-3). 

With the doubles point in hand, 
the final match proved to be even more 
contested than the last. The veteran 
team of seniors Eliot Potvin and Ryan 
Smith came onto the court to face the 

See Tennis, page 31
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Guillermo Gomez hits a backhand. Gomez  
recently had a 12-match singles win streak.
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Jed Bradley throws a pitch in a recent home series. Bradley is performing well so far this season with a 3.21 ERA, and he has 
not given up a home run all year, but the southpaw had a rough outing at Wake Forest and gave up five runs in five innings. 

By Alex Sohani
Assistant Sports Editor

Coming off their toughest 
stretch at home of the year, 
the Tech baseball team took 
a four-game road trip with a 
series against Wake Forest and 
a midweek contest at Mercer. 
The Jackets played their con-
ference weekend series against 
Wake from April 15-17 be-
fore returning to Ga. to play 
against Mercer on Tuesday, 
April 19. The Jackets split the 
Wake Forest series, winning 
two of the three games, and 
fell for the second time this 
season to Mercer, 6-3.

Entering the series against 
Wake Forest, the Jackets had 
been struggling from the 
mound the past week and 
were looking for a solid perfor-
mance to start the week. Tech’s 
trip to Winston-Salem, N.C. 

began well with a one hit per-
formance from junior pitcher 
Mark Pope. After winning the 
first game 5-1, the Jackets then 
dropped the second game 6-4, 
before rebounding to win the 
third game 6-5 in 12 innings.

On April 15, Pope pitched 
his fourth complete game of 
the season, concluding in his 
best overall performance of the 
season. Pope had eight strike-
outs on the day. His one-hit 
performance was the first by a 
Tech pitcher since 1997.

At the plate, freshman Kyle 
Wren led all hitters, going 
three-for-five with two runs. 

After a quiet start to the 
game, the Jackets struck first 
in the third inning with an 
RBI single by junior Jake Da-
vies to take a 1-0 lead. Wake 
responded quickly with a solo 
home run, the only hit that 
Pope allowed in the game. 

Tech regained control 
quickly, with Wren hitting a 
bunt straight down the third 
base line in the fifth to get 
himself to first base. A double 
by junior Jacob Esch towards 
left field allowed Wren to 
round the rest of the bases to 
give the Jackets their second 
run of the day. Junior Matt 
Skole finished the fifth inning 
with an RBI sac fly to give the 
Jackets a 3-1 lead.

The Jackets went off in the 
eighth inning as well after a 
pitching change by the De-
mon Deacons. Wake’s Brian 
Holmes was replaced by Niko 
Spezial after allowing six hits 
over seven innings. The pitch-
ing change would not phase 
the Jackets, with Skole imme-
diately hitting a single and Da-
vies following with a double. 
Freshman catcher Zane Evans 
sealed the game with a hit up 

the middle to bring both run-
ners home and close the game 
at 5-1.

Wake’s Brian Holmes was 
credited with the loss for the 
day as Pope earned his eighth 
win of the season.

Tech would not be as suc-
cessful on April 16, allowing a 
big Wake lead early and strug-
gling to make the comeback 
late. The Jackets fell 6-4 after 
allowing four runs in the third 
and fourth inning, depite out-
hitting the Demon Deacons 
11 to six.

Junior Jed Bradley earned 
his second straight loss after al-
lowing five runs, three earned, 
over five innings. Bradley re-
corded eight strikeouts on the 
day but also walked four hit-
ters and hit two more.

The game started off quick-

See Deacons, page 31
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Campus Life (p. 2)
Figuring out the most ef-
ficient way to get between 
places is often a hassle. Find 
out what we think is the 
best way to get around cam-
pus. Also look for our takes 
on traditions and events.

Academics (p. 3)
With tuition constantly in-
creasing, students are look-
ing for ways to keep HOPE. 
Find out the best classes to 
help pad that GPA. Also 
look for our take on places 
to study.

Entertainment (p. 6)
Late night snacking is one 
of the essential components 
to a successful all-nighter.
Check out our pick for best 
late night food. Also look 
for our take on bars and 
coffee.

Sports (p. 7)
Rookies are in every sport, 
but imagine being a rookie 
and a first-year Tech stu-
dent? Find out our pick for 
the student that juggles the 
two roles best. Also look for 
our take on best athletes.
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Best Tradition:  Stealing the T
Student Pick: Riding the Curve

The tradition of Stealing the T 
dates back to 1969 when the 
“Magnificent Seven” stole the 
T from Tech Tower. The T was 
finally returned to the tower by 
former Mayor Ivan Allen. The 
tradition is now banned and 
would likely result in disciplinary 
and legal action. Still, stealing a 
giant T off of one of the tallest 
buildings on campus requires 
smarts, and it was impressive 
that Tech pranksters one-upped 
updated security systems 
until the subsequent ban. The 
tradition of stealing smaller Ts 
and scraping them off signs 
requires as much intelligence 
as a future UGA engineering 
student, but the start of this 
tradition showed Tech students’ 
engineering talents and 
ingenuity. 

Worst Tradition:  HvZ
Student Pick: HvZ

In Sept., Tech students lost their 
heads and began participating 
in a large, convoluted game of 
tag: Human vs. Zombies. Par-
ticipants avoid getting tagged, 
which would make them zom-
bies. There are several lists of 
rules, which do not stop play-
ers from screaming matches in 
the middle of sidewalks about 
who tagged whom. Not only 
do marshmallows quickly disap-

pear from every grocery store’s 
shelves, but these same marsh-
mallows also leave a sticky 
residue for unsuspecting non-
players to step in. The squirrels 
loved them, though. Non-play-
ers are “strictly prohibited” from 
participating in the game in any 
way, but this does not stop play-
ers from using non-players as 
human shields. Many students 
often find navigation difficult, 
as they are distracted by the 
various “bandanna-ed” com-
petitors. If that wasn’t enough, 
there isn’t even a prize.

Best Transportation: Walking
Student Pick: Walking

Campus is extremely friendly to 
people on foot. A sidewalk is on 
nearly every road, and the most 
efficient route is often found by 
cutting through smaller paths. 
Atlanta’s mild weather means 
that one rarely has to brave the 
elements when going outside. 

Despite several detours that 
make campus difficult to navi-
gate, there is one good thing 
for walkers: less cars commit-
ting traffic violations on the 
small roads, making them safer 
for pedestrians. Maybe the best 
part of walking around cam-
pus is avoiding overcrowded 
Stingers, Stingerettes and Trol-
leys that usually save people 
the Herculean effort of making 
the long trek from the corner 
of Techwood and Fifth to Russ 
Chandler Stadium. 

Worst Transportation: 
Stingerette
Student Pick: Stinger

After slaving over senior de-
sign in the library until the 
wee hours of the morning, you 
hop in the Stingerette to avoid 
a walk through downtown 
Sketchville that is inevitably 
full of creepers. You receive a 
friendly greeting from the driv-

er and an awkward stare from a 
freshman who climbed into the 
backseat just moments before. 
The Stingerette rolls away, but 
very quickly comes to a stop at 
the bottom of the hill with the 
freshman hopping out after a 
solid 12 seconds in the vehicle. 
You are in need of food, a show-
er and sleep, but of course, this 
freshman is too lazy to walk the 
five, well-lit feet to the bottom 
of the hill, ripping sanity out of 
your hands once more.

Best Place for a Nap: Class
Student Pick: Class

When it comes to napping, 
nothing puts students to sleep 
faster than the hypnotic lullaby 
in a professor’s afternoon lec-
ture. Luckily, Tech has plenty 
of teachers with the talent of 
droning at just the right speed 
and volume for students to fall 
asleep. So head down to your 
classroom where the desks op-

timize your napping position, 
and the temperature is set per-
fectly in the way only stuffing 
300 people in one hall could be 
and the professor will person-
ally assist you on your journey 
to the dream world. 

Best Event: Take Back the 
Night
Student Pick: Bryan Gregory 
hired as Men’s Basketball Coach

Take Back the Night, organized 
by Women’s Awareness Month, 
brings the Tech community to-
gether to help bring awareness 
about and work to fight against 
sexual assault. Tech community 
members gathered at the Cam-
panile on Monday, March 7 to 
support survivors of sexual as-
sault by sharing poems, stories 
and even a few songs. Take Back 
the Night was an emotional and 
poignant event that brought 
the campus and community 
closer together.

Photo by Will Folsom / Student Publications Photo by Jonathon Garzo / Student Publications
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Best Bet for an A: MGT XXXX
Student Pick: MGT XXXX

It ain’t called the M-Train just 
because it is catchy. If you are 
looking for an easy GPA boost, 
just cross the connector to take 
a few classes with the business-
minded people on campus. The 
simplicity of MGT offers a week-
long vacation for residents of 
the engineering schools’ dun-
geons. Granted, some MGT 
classes should be avoided, but 
they are far and few between. 

Worst Bet for an A: Health
Student Pick: Physics 2

Year after year, Tech students 
underestimate the two-hour 
required course, HPS 1040. 
Health was easy in high school; 
you had to know the difference 
between a dude and a girl, and 
you were already cruising to an 
A. Not at Tech. Health redefines 
unfair multiple-choice answers. 

Asking for the average age of 
some demographic will often 
list wildly different choices like 
45.2, 45.3, 45.4 and 45.45. In 
most jobs, that is a rounding 
error; in Health, one answer is 
the obvious one. Still, Health 
does one thing well: it sets 
you up for four years of head-
scratching grades. 

Best Place to Study: Home
Student Pick: Library

An ideal study spot should be 
quiet and distraction-less. Us-
ing process of elimination, not 
a single location on campus 
fits these standards. The only 
thing you can do is go off cam-
pus, or, more specifically, home. 
One of the benefits of studying 
at home is the ability to dodge 
nagging last-minute studiers 
who can only be found in the 
library or other study areas the 
night before the big exam, pro-
crastinating by encroaching on 

your space and discussing the 
shows on Adult Swim at 4 a.m. 
Still, the best part about study-
ing at home is that once you re-
alize no hope is left, you can cry 
yourself to sleep in the solitude 
of your bedrooms (or in the 
arms of your roommate). 

Worst Place to Study:  Class
Student Pick: Home

It is quiet, there is nothing else 
to do and the professor banned 
laptops, so why not study in 
class? Aside from the obvious is-
sues of not hearing a word the 
professor says, you just look like 
a jerk. You (or, worse, your par-
ents) are paying good money to 
sit in that chair, so you should 
learn while you are sitting there. 
And if the professor sees you 
with another class’s material, say 
goodbye to any brownie points 
you might have. Seriously, if it is 
that urgent, just skip and go to 
the library.

Best Classrooms: CoM
Student Pick: CoM

The College of Management is 
the center of Tech Square and 
one of the most sought-after 
study spots. The classrooms do 
not disappoint, with comfort-
able swivel chairs and abun-
dant power sockets. Although 
the building is a long hike or 
an unpredictable Trolley ride 
from other places, its proximity 
to Starbuck’s, Moe’s and other 
locations simplifies grabbing a 
quick lunch or stocking up on 
caffeine.

Worst Classrooms: Skiles
Student Pick: Boggs

The foul smell permeating the 
halls of Skiles has made go-
ing through the construction 
detours not only inconvenient 
but also unpleasant. If you are 
coming from the Student Cen-
ter and have a class on an upper 

floor, you have to go downstairs 
and then back up another flight 
to get to that same level you 
started. Then, when you get to 
class, you have to sit in an un-
comfortable chair with a desk 
that is somehow always a little 
smaller than the size of your 
notebook. 

Best Computer Space: Library 
Student Pick: Library

The library provides a variety 
of spaces with electrical out-
lets and Ethernet ports for cram 
sessions and group projects. 
You can dock your computer 
to view your project on a large 
screen and even visit OIT in the 
basement if you have computer 
trouble. Students will soon have 
access to CULC and Starbuck’s 
for late-night study sessions.

Worst Computer Space:  
Student Center
Student Pick: Student Center

Being in the center of campus 
and near so many eateries, it is 
easy to hang out in the Student 
Center between classes. Most 
students also want to print off 
slides and homework in the Stu-
dent Center lab. Unfortunately, 
those who browse Facebook 
and play Tetris Battle for hours 
on end do not realize the value 
of the computer they are on. 
Just avoid this mess and make a 
trek to the Library instead.Photo by Ben Keyserling / Student Publications Photo by Josh Sandler / Student Publications
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HIRING

With Tech’s growth in numbers and influence, 
the Institute had the foresight to map out where 
the school should aim to be in 25 years, at Tech’s 
150th anniversary. The plan outlined five over-arch-
ing goals that the Institute aims to achieve. While 
some of the statements are broad and unclear to 
current students—what does it exactly mean to in-
crease institute-wide efficiency?—the administra-
tion can use these ideas as guidelines for how its 
current plans fit into the larger picture and future. 

Some of the more abstract goals are even start-
ing to take shape, with talks advancing about the X 
College and more discussion about interdisciplin-
ary courses. The Strategic Plan was one of Institute 
President G.P. “Bud” Peterson’s first goals when he 
arrived in 2009, and it remains one of the adminis-
tration’s top priorities.

Photo  by Eric Mansfield / Student Publications
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GUBERNATORIAL DEBATES

STRATEGIC PLAN

A number of new faces came to Tech this 
year as it celebrated its 125th anniversary and 
prepared for the release of the 25-year Strategic 
Plan. Over the summer, Tech hired Provost Rafael 
Bras to take charge of academic initiatives at the 
Institute. As the Provost, Bras is responsible for 
collaboration between the Colleges and working 
with faculty to set the curricula.

At the start of the Fall semester Tech welcomed 
two new academic deans: Jacqueline Royster, 
dean of the Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts and 
Zvi Galil, the dean of the College of Computing. 
Galil was chosen for the position after a nearly 
two-year vacancy following the resignation of 
previous dean Richard DeMillo. One of Galil’s stat-
ed goals was to enhance collaboration between 
the computing and other fields like medicine and 
law. Royster came to Tech after working in a vari-
ety of different roles at Ohio State University. She 
said that one of her main goals was to establish 
the role of the Ivan Allen College within the Insti-
tution and pursue interdisciplinary partnerships 
to enhance Tech’s overall offerings.

Tech also hired Archie Ervin for the newly cre-
ated position of Vice President for Institute Diver-
sity. As part of the role, Ervin is responsible for co-
ordinating diversity initiatives and increasing the 
level of diversity across all aspects of Tech’s cam-
pus. Finally, Tech hired a new basketball coach for 
the 2012 season. Brian Gregory will succeed Paul 
Hewitt as the head coach of the Tech’s Men’s Bas-
ketball program. 

Students are often accused of being apathetic about is-
sues that affect them. SGA’s initiative to host one of the gu-
bernatorial candidate debates this year helped to weaken 
that stereotype. Several other colleges joined the effort and 
contributed questions relating to topics that would affect 
students like HOPE, tuition and immigration. Televising it 
live in-state also bolsters the reputation of Ga. college stu-
dents; what the candidates had to say would influence vot-
ers. Future politicians should take note and include the stu-
dent voice in decisions instead of students having to force 
their way into discussions. This trend of activism continued 
throughout the year with SGA sending white papers and let-
ters to the Board of Regents and legislators. While the gov-
ernment’s decisions on tuition and fees reflect a disconnect 
between what students feel is best for themselves and what 
the government feels, the inclusion of the student voice 
showed an understanding that students will fight if they are 
left out.
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Baker Hughes is an equal opportunities employer 

You’ll be surprised...
...at the graduate opportunities at Baker Hughes.We have a reputation
for world-leading technology, delivering solutions that help oil and gas
operators make the most of their reservoirs across the globe. Join our team
and we'll give you the chance to build a rewarding, international career.

Field-based opportunities for graduates
Do you like the idea of working outdoors
with leading edge technology in some
of the most challenging places in the
world – perhaps offshore on an oil
rig? If you are a graduate or are
expecting a xdegree in a subject like
mechanical engineering; electrical
engineering; chemical engineering;
geosciences; geology; physics or
mathematics, think about a field-
based engineering/geosciences role at
Baker Hughes.

It’s surprisingly easy to apply
Find out more about the opportunities 
at Baker Hughes and apply at 
jobs.bakerhughes.com/grads.
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WORST
Bottom 3 Stories of 2010-’11 School Year

 MEN’S BASKETBALL AND FOOTBALL
After a trip to the Orange Bowl in football and 

a trip to the NCAA Tournament in men’s basket-
ball, expectations were high for two of Tech’s 
most popular sports. Unfortunately, they were 
not met in either. 

Football stumbled against Kansas early in the 
season, and instead of it being a blip on the way 
to another successful year, it was a sign of things 
to come. The Jackets finished 6-7, the first losing 
season under Coach Paul Johnson’s watch while 
at Tech. The team also could not break the bowl- 
win drought, stretching the streak to six years. To 
cap it off, Tech also lost to Georgia for the second 
straight season. The departure of quarterback 
Josh Nesbitt and other seniors as well as the 
growth of Tech’s rivals likely means that the Jack-
ets’ growing pains could last more than one year. 

At the beginning of the basketball season, 
despite several talented players leaving, the ex-
pectations were for Hewitt to guide a squad that 
would stay competitive in the ACC. Instead, the 
team was a cellar dweller, and he was fired at 
the season’s conclusion. Junior Iman Shumpert, 
the team’s statistical leader in several categories, 
declared for the draft shortly after the announce-
ment of the hiring of new basketball coach Brian 
Gregory. If Shumpert stays in the draft to pursue 
a professional career, Tech will likely have anoth-
er rebuilding year. 

The worst part of this past year was not even 
the poor performances; it was wondering if this 
was an off-year or the beginning of a trend.

CONSTRUCTION
     It seems as though with every new year comes a 
new set of detours students have to remember to 
get from point A to point B. Unfortunately, this year’s 
changes were the worst in recent memory, with the 
entire center of campus all but closing during the 
Spring semester. Traveling from the Student Center to 
the Library used to just be a walk up Skiles walkway; 
now, the construction there is complicated enough 
that maps had to be posted to help confused students. 
     This was all related to the construction of the CULC, 
a project that has been going on for a couple of years. 
While it is set to open in the Fall, there are new plans 
that are about to be set in motion; AMC is about to 
undergo major renovations, forcing students to 
travel off-campus for Tech “home” basketball games. 
Buildings like Brittain and Van Leer are also due for 
updates.  Tech construction: it never ends; the location 
just changes.
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BUDGET
     While the economy continues to suffer through a recession, the 
state of Ga. has had to make radical changes to one of its biggest 
and most popular programs: HOPE. To keep the program alive, 
the scholarship became tiered and would no longer cover any 
fees. With decreased state funding and increased enrollment, 
schools asked for increases in tuition to cover these anticipated 
shortfalls. 
  The Board of Regents listened and abided by not only 
increasing tuition, but also increasing the Institutional Fee 
$350, nearly three times the current amount. The situation is 
especially grim from the perspective of the universities; schools 
like Tech need more money, have been forced to cut in almost 
every area and still have to resort to asking for a raise in tuition 
levels for its students. 
    The rising cost of secondary education to both the government 
and its citizens means that the worst is yet to come. There will 
likely be no sunset for the Institutional Fee, and the amount of 
money required to maintain the quality of education will only 
increase in the next few years. 
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Best Celebrity Visit: Bill Nye
Student Pick: Bill Nye

A capacity crowd turned up for 
a talk by the Science Guy him-
self, and he did not disappoint. 
Nye, who served as a childhood 
hero for nearly everyone in at-
tendance, kept the audience ful-
ly engaged for well over an hour 
as he discussed topics ranging 
from the sundials he designed 
for the Mars rovers to the im-
portance of investing in green 
technology. Through it all, he 
emphasized that today’s college 
students will shape our future, 
and there was little doubt that 
Nye’s presence and words in-
spired everyone in attendance 
to—as he so succinctly put it—
change the world.

Best Eatery: Junior’s
Student Pick: Junior’s

For 63 years, Junior’s has served 
the best food on campus. While 
there has been competition this 
year with the new Student Cen-
ter additions, the traditional on-
campus eatery still stood above 
the others. Getting breakfast 
there was certainly one of the 
better ways to start the day, 
and Tommy knew how to keep 
you coming back. Still, students 
loved going there for the burg-
ers, the wings and, of course, 
the tenders. It is hard to imagine 
Tech without Junior’s, but it is 
sadly now a reality.

Worst Eatery: Brittain
Student Pick: Brittain

Brittain Dining Hall’s health rat-
ing deterred even the most stal-
wart of followers. Though the 
dining hall did restore its rating 
to a much healthier standard, 
it still retains its status as the 
worst campus eatery. If you try 
to get food during a non-peak 
time, be prepared to wait or 
just eat a bagel. If you try to get 
food during a peak time of con-
sumption, be prepared to wait 
again or just eat another bagel. 
The few vegetarian options are 
impossible to identify with-
out trusty metal signs, which 
are often incorrect or missing. 
Karaoke is a definite plus, but 
patrons could be spared sev-
eral back-to-back renditions of 
Ke$ha’s “Tick Tock.”

Best Late-Night Food: IHOP
Student Pick: Waffle House

Offering more variety than the 
breakfast food they are tradi-
tionally know for, IHOP is a great 
source for a late night bite. Con-
veniently located off of Ponce 
and close to local hangouts 
like the Highlands and MJQ, 
IHOP always provides an inter-
esting atmosphere for those 
looking to end the night with 
a delicious, well-priced and 
somewhat greasy meal. And 
of course, the best part about 
the eatery is running into other 

friends who are also out ending 
a great night at the restaurant.  

Best Local Club/Bar: RiRa’s
Student Pick: Flip Flop

There are not many bars in At-
lanta that can boast the charm 
of Ireland. Okay, maybe there 
are, but there are not many that 
are staffed by real Irish people. 
Actually, we’re unsure of that 
too, but what we do know is that 
RiRa’s is a great place to go for a 
drink and a good time. The beer 
selection will please anyone of 
picky taste. Sure, you could have 
brewed your own beer by the 
time you finally force through 
the crowd, but the wait makes it 
that much better.

Best Coffee: Coffee Machine
Student Pick: Dunkin’ Donuts

If you love to drink coffee but 
hate paying over $3 for a cup at 
Starbucks, prepare yourself to 
make one of the most impor-
tant discoveries of your college 
career. The coffee vending ma-
chine in the Flag Building serves 
hot, delicious brews for less 
than 75 cents and is one of the 
best kept secrets on campus. 
Whether you are stocking up for 
a long night ahead or just get-
ting a cup of coffee to keep you 
awake during class the follow-
ing day, this coffee spot is one 
of the best places to get a shot 
of caffeine while on the go.

FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT
Best and Worst of
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Best Rookie: Kyle Wren
Student Pick: Alysha Rudnik

Head Baseball Coach Danny 
Hall knew he would have a 
high baseball IQ kind of player 
when he signed Wren out of 
Landmark High School. Wren 
is, after all, the son of Atlanta 
Braves General Manager Frank 
Wren. However, Hall likely could 
not have imagined the solid 
numbers that Wren has put up 
during this rookie campaign. 
Wren is leading the team in 
batting average, at-bats, runs, 
hits, total bases and fielding 
percentage. Wren is doing all of 
that while hitting in the number 
one spot in the order and as a 
true freshman for a top-ranked 
team.

Best Male Athlete: Guillermo 
Gomez
Student Pick: Iman Shumpert

The senior Gomez has played 
the No. 1 flight for the Tech 
men’s tennis team since his 
freshman year, and this season 
he has sparked the Jackets to 
new heights. Gomez has been 
ranked in the national top-20 all 
season, posting a 29-7 overall 
record; in the process, he has 
taken over the Tech record for 
career singles victories with 
114 to date. Gomez put an 
exclamation point on his stellar 
career by playing a key role 
in Tech’s thrilling victory over 

then-No. 11 Georgia, the team’s 
first since 1988, and behind 
Gomez’s leadership the Jackets 
have been ranked as high as No. 
15 in the nation this year.

Best Female Athlete:  Monique 
Mead
Student Pick: Alex Montgomery

Mead was a star on the volleyball 
court, leading her team with 515 
kills and 246 digs on the season. 
She has been a starter on the 
team ever since she set foot on 
campus and has only improved 
with each game. One of Mead’s 
best days of the year was in 
a five-set game with Duke in 
which she tallied a career-high 
30 kills along with two aces and 
14 digs. In all four tournaments 
that Tech participated this 
season, Mead was named 
to the All-Tournament team. 
The sophomore was also 
recently named as one of only 
36 players to make the U.S. 
Volleyball National A2 Roster 
and will participate in the 2011 
USA Volleyball Open National 
Championships May 28-31.

Best Game: UNC vs. Tech
Student Pick: UNC vs. Tech

In a year when the basketball 
team did not win much, 
the Jackets did pull out an 
impressive victory over ACC 
foe UNC. Junior guard Iman 
Shumpert scored 30 points 

while leading Tech to the 
20-point win. When the game 
was played, it was considered 
a struggle between two of 
the ACC also-rans. It turned 
out to be a turning point for 
both teams. UNC went 12-1 
in conference play the rest of 
the way, won the ACC regular 
season title and advanced to 
the Elite Eight. Tech would win 
just five more games, finish near 
last place in the standings and 
would begin searching for a 
new coach as UNC advanced to 
the ACC Championship game. 

Best Twitter: Anthony Allen 
(Ant_Allen18)
Student Pick: Anthony Allen

Allen built a reputation as one 
of the funniest players on the 
football team after transfer-
ring to Tech, and his hilarious 
and upbeat personality always 
shines through on his Twitter 
account. Between explaining 
the intricate art of unlocking 
an iPhone, lamenting the ut-
ter lack of things to do in either 
Lexington or Houston, turn-
ing just about anything into a 
slapboxing metaphor and call-
ing out anyone who does not 
understand why his Twitter has 
been nominated for this award, 
the star B-back can always be 
counted on for a laugh. That is 
very unlikely to change even if 
he joins the professional ranks 
in next week’s NFL Draft.

SPORTS
Best and Worst of
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